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Con gratulatory Letter 


8 THE 


1 R Dr. TRA PP; 


Occaſioned by his 


Four SERMONS ogailt | 
ENTHUSIASM. 


10 Which the Revd. Mr. BAT ES's Notions of 
the Co-operation of the SPIRIT 4 are ex- 
minen and refuted. 5 
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7 us 3 wheth Gon 10 7 bis is Links and. 
Truth, that «ve may all fully diſcover" thefe Depths of 
Satan, this Myſtery of Iniquity, on which we have 

Been Diſcourſng. TRAPP's Serm. p. 69. 


For if I build again the Things which I deſtroyed, I 
make . Tranſgreſſor. : Gall. I. 4. 
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LONDON: 


W for J. RoBER TS, at the Oford-Arms, in 
| Warwick-Lane. 1739. 


0 (Price One Shilling. 
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AGE? . line 5. for rind, read receitjed, P. 21. l. 26; 
for the. «thres, r. His brethren. P. 28. 1. 1. for by, r. 

bje. P. 36. 1. 10. fot critical, r. critically. P. 35-1. 12. for 
48. r. 34. P. 38. 1. 16. join the words by this time, to the 


ages hog without any ſtop. P. 37. I. 18. for term, r. 
terms. 60. 1. 25. for what certainty, r. what mighty cer. 


 #ainty. P. 66. I. 28. inſert a full ſtop at the word * P. "7" F 
74. I. 25. for filly, r. _ P. 94. L'22. leave out the words 1 
not 7 . 97. I, 20, | OT T. 8 N 4 
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| Reverend SS ir, 


a eg 2 HILE I burn with zeal for the 
2d 1 bonour and glory of the church 
of England, 8 5 fortreſs and ſtrong- 
bold of the chriſtian religion. 
$ LIT, whereof I became a member al- 
ba as ſoon. as I came into the world, and 
long before I concerned myſelf with right or 
wrong, or knew the difference between er- 


BUYS 


ror and | orthodoxy; iMahomet and IEsus 


CRRIST B; I ſay, while my zeal burns for 


the glory of 1 — church. I am ſenſibly 
- was ws vat to you. (who ars 


one 


r CARE err EEE A ee 9 ez | | 


8 


ene of the ſoldiers that defend it) on account < 
of your extraordinary performance to ſtop 
the growth of Methodiſm, and give a check | 
to the ſucceſs of that y Enthufaft Mr. \ 
Whitefield, whom vaſt multitudes are ſo mad 
as to follow ------- You may think gratitude 
would long before have produced this publick + 
acknowledgment. 
I own, I come in late; but ſickneſs and 

a long abſence from town, put it out of my * 
power, to teſtify my approbation of your 
performance ſooner. Add to which, that 74 
no body has already done any thing of the 
like nature. But tho? gratitude alone, or a 
Juſt ſenſe of the yalue of your learned and 
pou labour, are enough to induce me to | 
end you my thanks in the manner I do, | 
I have yet another reaſon or two which have | | 
induced me to undertake this task ; viz. that 
not only ſuch as adhere to theſe gentle- 
men, but ſome even among ourſelves, think 
you too warm and bitter in your way of 
preaching, and manner of writing on theſe 
| ſubjects; which they. not only -condemn as 
q antichriſtian in itſelf, but ſay t ſpecially the 
| latter) they believe this excels of zeal has | 
made you here and there ſpeak a little in- ll 
cautiouſly, and paſs by matters of the great. 
eſt) moment, without making them ſo clear [ 
and diſtin as you might have done i a 
COOLER temper. "Theſe notions begin, I 1 


\ 1 
ſ 
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aſſure you, to prevail, not only with the t 85 
and illiterate part of the people, bur with 1 
2 ober 


re 


i F 
. 


„„ ſober chriſtians, and ſuch as are, in common 
Ai! repute, men of the greateſt diſcernment ; 
| tho? in fact, I do not believe they are fo, 


but err in judgment, and abvſe you, who 
can ſcarce err at all. I was therefore wil- 
ling to ſet them right, or give ſuch hints 
as might put you on doing it more full 
yourſelf by way of Charity and Tallinn, 
| (knowing theſe graces abound in you) and in 
5 condeſcenſion to the erronious conceits and 
| low apprehenſions of the generality of your 
readers. Alas! they know but little of the 
nature of Chriſtian Zeal, and the ſpirit and 
temper of the goſpel; I mean the modern 
Goſpel, not that which Jesvs CHRIS taught 
| his diſciples, and they the world, the great- 
| eſt part of which has, for good reaſons, long 
| been laid aſide; but the modern one, that 
which you and many of your Brethren preach. 
Tis a grievous miſtake, and a very great 
error, to imagine religion was fixed and 
| | ſettled as it ſhould be, in the time of our 
SAVIOUR, or his Apoſtles; 'tis plain, from 
the obſcurity and darkneſs of the New Teſ- 
tament, or many paſſages in it, that a fur- 
ther amendment and explanation was neceſ- 
ſary, and conſequently intended. 
- In the time of our SAVIOUR and his apo- 
' files, chriſtianity was but in embryos, or, at 
beſt in its infancy; nor muſt it, or can it, 
with the leaſt ſhew of reaſon, more than 
any common art or ſcience, be confined to 
its original ſimplicity and firſt ſtate of things, 
2 B 2 with- 
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LS 


without being capable of improvement. 
N hich 1 certainly 18 48 much 48 any art can 


be; elſe hy is ſo much Learning and Den- 
terity required in its teachers, with the title 


of A. M. or l on — nature, 
Wed With the manager 


before they can be tr 
ment of it? 


I fay, the chriſtian religion, primitive 
f conſidered. will admit. im roving and 


altering, according to the Wiſdom and Op- 
portumty of its chief Managers. "Twas by 


no means fix'd in the beginning, or ſettled 


as it ſhould be. Our Saviour, and his apo» 


es, ere unfit for ſuch a weighty and imporr | 


tant work; they did not ſtudy or underſtand 
Hanguger, but were moſt of them wnlearned 
and ignorant Men, and full as obſtinate and 


troubleſome then, as any of our Methodiſts, 


or other Sectaries are at this day, and ve 
unfit to bring the goſpel to perfection. The 


improvement of this great work was intend⸗ 


ed and reſerved for much greater men than 
the Apoſtles of our SaviouR ; ſuch as ſhould 
in after ages, be raiſed up and ſent into the 
church to perfect ſo glorious a work: Need I 
mention 73 * AUD, Mr. LESLx, Dr. 
SachEVERELL, YOURSELF, the Weekl 


« 


MisceLiaxisT, with many a Zealous. Cu- 


rate of the like Merit and Talents? Sure I 
need not. The world muſt accknowledge, 
the firſt preachers of the goſpel ate no more 
7 compare with theſe gentlemen, than was 


fobn. the Baptiſt to our Sa vioun, or him 


that 


* 


the Church and Mr, 
or being too modeſt to urge this power in 


115 


tat removes the Rabbiſb out of any place, 


to ſuch as come after and build thercon the 
moſt ſtately and magnificent Edi ce. 


8 I bave therefore greatly wondered at the 
| folly and Imprudence of fome, who have been 


concerned in managing the debate between 
Wi Fitefield, in overlooking, 


the clergy to make alterations or arnend+ 


ments in religion, and appealing to ſuch 
Hale and antiquated authorities as the New 
| Teſtament, 39 Articles, and the like; which, 


without Gloſs or Commem, or being refined 
on, have little more to do with our modern 
Gofpel, or the preſent religion, than the Hi. 


ftories of Tom Thumb, and F ack the Giant 


. — 


* 


I own, there may poſfibly be, nay, I 


know there are ſome few things in the New 


Teftament, which make a part of this mo- 
dern goſpel.” Nor is this a matter of won- 


der; for tho' in any new-invented att, the 


firſt Projefors may ſee but little (compara- 


tively ſpeaking) into the nature and reaſon of 
things; yet ſome of their Senti ments and pro- 


ceedings have 8 ew oe and con- 
tinued afterwards on mature deliberation, by 
ſuch as have either brought the art to per- 
fection, or conſiderably improved it. But 
ſure tis neceffary they ſfould examine, diſ- 
card, or retain, as they ſee meet: Tho” tis 


terations that can be made, things generally 
keep their yt and original Names. 

I take this to be the caſe in Religion, which 
was not only left very imperfe@ at firſt; but 
our modern divines only are able to tell what 
is and what is not religion, or fit to belong 


to the modern goſpel. Learning, Leiſure, © 


and Honeſty, are what they abound with to 
a degree almoſt unheard of in any age be- 
fore. The power we read our Saviour gave 


his diſciples to bind and looſe at pleaſure, 


is, whatever became of it in any part of the 
intermediate time, really lodged in a ſet of 
modern clergy, who are able to confer the 
ſame on their ſucceſſors, and they on others, 


and ſo on ad inſinitum, or as long as time 
endures. This is ſettled beyond a doubt, as 


a part of the new or modern goſpel; nor 
does this power relate only to a few things, 
but to 4 and every thing our modern di- 
vines think fit to 4 

from the word whoſoever, K. 


I have often admired, that men of ſuch i. 
Fnown Leal and Abilities for the church, who 


are well convinced of their haying this pow- 
er, ſhould be ſo modeſt and backward: to aſ- 
ſert and employ it; when, ttis evident, the 
ſafety. and welfare of religion never ſtood 
in more apparent need of it than it does now. 
But I would not turn diQator, or preſume 


to direct them, who know beſt what is fit to 


be done in theſe times of Peril and Infidelity; 
they are the only judges whether it is beſt 


to 


y or do, as is manifeſt 


1 
* 
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do do by unbelievers no x, as St. Peter did 
formerly by Ananias and his wife, in a caſe 
not half ſo criminal, or ſtir up the civil power 

to deſtroy them: Tho' of late, the latter has 


generally been practiſed or aim'd at amongſt 


us, but not with ſo much ſucceſs as one could 
wiſh or deſire. And here J muſt fay, with 


ſubmiſſion to their Omni potence and Infallibi- 


Uity, that pmiſiog offenders, as did St. Pe- 


ter, would much better tend to quell the di- 


viſions, and put an end to the preſent trou- 


bles in the church, than the uſe of fire and 
faggot, or any human temporal puniſhment 

whatever is likely to do. Hereticks of all 
forts, would of neceſſity, be cut off, convert - 


ed, or wholly ſilenced, and the church flou- 
riſh without moleſtation or diſturbance. In- 


deed, I confeſs, your refuſing to act thus, is 
no proof of your inability ſo to do; tis 
not want of Power in yon, but of Faith in 


the people, (I mean the bulk of them) that 


will not permit you to act in this manner. 
We read, that our Sa vioux could not in a 
certain place, do many mighty works, be- 
cauſe the people did not Believe on him. 

But ho little ſoever our modern divines 
abound in the Exerciſe of this power, there 


are many who mean well, and do a// they can, 
or all that is fit to be done, to advance the 


Church, aud ſuppreſs its enemies, by ſtirring 


up and exciting the civil power to lay hold. 
on them, c. is pity but all theſe ſhowd. 


have an opportunity of ſhining in public, for 
E the 
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of mankind thereon depending; and not be 
forced to hide their great lights or extraor- 
dinary talents under a bed or a buſhel, when 
tis more than probable, were fuch duly en- 
couraged, they would be able, in a ſhort 


time, to ſhake hands with R——e, and raiſe 


fuch extraordinary lights in the world, as 


might be ſeen a great way off; but in a par- 


ticular manner, all over a certain place that 
has now fat in darkneſs for near two hundred 
years. But, alas! into ſuch a deluge. of fin 


at the civil magiſtrate wants faith 

uch as the common Herd, and ſo is un- 
worthy of ſuch honourable employment. 

The ſtale cant againſt perſecution, as not 

only antichriſtian, but inhuman, and impoli- 


and impiety are the generality ſunk at this 
e 
as much 


tick, bas long been refuted by ſeripture 
and reaſon. The law of Moſes, inſtituted by 


Soy himſelf, never allowed of ſuch Variety 


af opinions and methods of worſhip, as are 


here tolerated, or of worſhipping God in any 
way but that of his own appointing: If a- 
ny worſhipped-another god, or perſuaded his 
wife, friend, or relation ſo to do, he was to 
he put to death without mercy, by the hand 
af Fain neareſt Friend, or thoſe: he entzced to 


worſhip other gods; their hand was to be for 
an K 0 firſt upon him. Tho? tis poſſi- 


ble, the heathen worſhip: might, to ſome of 


the Ifraelites, appear to be as reaſonable as 
that of the Zews; nor can we affirm _ 
- 4 + 5 5 a 
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_ owing to liberty, P foim khan © al- 
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. had fot in their profirations before the het 


then deities, a juſt idea of the Maker and Cre- 
ator of all things, as imperfectly, or in ſome 


ſort repreſented by theſe falſe or as dwel- 
ling invifibly in them, as ſome think he did 
in the temple of Solomon afterwards, Whores. 

dom, or an extraordinary eſteem for the fair - 
ſex, which by many in this enlightened age, 
is deemed innocent and blameleſs, was then- - 
a Dreadful crime, and f 8 785 ſeverely. 
Phineas ſtands on reco an 


good man; nay, ſo diſtinguiſhed by Gov 


uſe of fuch . wholeſome Severities which Dr. 
Sacheverell has long ago recommended, and 


as a wife and 


Mis EUr for doing, what he muſt in ſuch a 

place as this, have done publick Penaur 

for at TrsUunN. I mention this to wipe off 

the calumny againſt ee or the 
ev 


. 


the preſent time and ſtate of things ſeem 7 


to require. 


it we need only to look abroad into thoſe 
countries where this is practiſed, and we 


Experience confirms the reaſonableneſs . 
and neceſſity of ſuch a procedure; to prove 


| ſhall always find, that in proportion, 43 LY 
force has prevailed, peace has abounded, 


with all its train of invaluable bleffings, 


plenty, riches, and commerce; and the in- 


numerable evils reigning here, are chiefly 


low d to think and act for himſelf in Reli- 
on; when tis manifeſt, there is hardly any 


opinion merely ſpeculative, or that has not 


. C | more 


6 * 3 „ 1 


more or leſs a practical tendency relating 
to others as —_ as to ourlelyes, and may 
conſequently do much good or harm. And 
of theſe opinions, tis certain it muſt be much 
better for many, who are wiſe and learned, 
to judge and determine for the reſt, than 
for every man to do it for himſelf. Innu- 
merable have been, and ſtill are the mi- 
ſeries and miſchiefs that have ariſen from 
ſuch a general unreſtrained liberty. I know 
there are ſome, who ſay theſe evils have ano- 
ther ſource, too Ml as over- looked; that 
*tis not allowing every man to think and 


act for himſelf in religion, that does the N | 


* 
, Z _ 
_ $4 on 32 — 
* * — —ͤ2 * 
Bo N — 
et + 5 OY — 
* n => 2 
7 * 


= — 


EN SAN nes 2 


» ren ee 2 2 Cat S ; 
2 C 


1 

« 
* # 
G 


N 23 


 ; ' leaft harm; but the harm lies in one ſet of 

4 men's claiming this liberty for themſel ves, 

©: and refuſing it to others, and depriving tem 
7 _-_ of it as much as they can. But this is too | 
'F. Fh to need confutation, tho? urged by a 
9 | pretty great man, in a treatiſe of human 5 
Ye \ . reaſon. But you know great men are not 

* always wiſe, or old people always in the 

7 MJ right, tho? very apt to be poſitive and vo- 

| © MINEERING, and to /ord it over their Ju- | 

* 2 CO „ 33 ; 
| | What J have ſaid in behalf of perſecution, 5 
1 zs not to convince you of what I am perſuad- 1 

} 1 ed you are already firmly attached to, and zea- i 
| louſly bent to promote, but to convince o- ) | ( 
F  thers of this Important truth, and have the 1 
1 pleaſure of letting you know, that I think, as I | 

| | 3 10 and believe you do, and entertain the . 

(| ſame ſentiments; Keep cloſe to a Great Man, 
| | „„ © and 

” © | 
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and men will reverence thee. But all men are 
not thus- minded, concerning every great man, 


far from it; malice is blind and inſatiable, 
and ſticks at nothing to accompliſh its ends: 


The moſt conſummate merit, learning, and 


virtue cannot always * its venom, but 
has many times fallen a 


gree, out of the reach of its inſults and malig- 


nity, of its endeayours to harm you, tho? buůt 


a ſmall number are ſenſible of your ſuperior 
value, yet there are not many who hate you. 


The Diſcerning few know your Worth; 
and, for your work's ſake, juſtly: eſteem ras 
worthy, not only of double but treble ho- 


nour. A great deal of reſpect and homage, 


and two large livings, 10 wiſely contrived 
as to be ſituate in two large and opulent 
places, that ſo when you are (as of late 
you have been) perſecuted or evil ſpoken 
of in one city, you may flee to another, 


and find Safety, and there do your duty o- 


ver 7 At this proviſion ſome are of- 


fended, and would, were it in their power, 
deſpoil you of every thing tending to make 


life comfortable and eaſy. I have been in- 
formed, that one of theſe zealots reported, 
on purpoſe to make you look odious (uſt 


after the publication of your four ſermons, 
Sc.) that you had many deep, incurable, , 
fd places about vou; your inſide ». 


and morti 
foul, and much out of order; in conſequence. 
of which, you had been Vomitting Poiſon in 


acrifice to its fury. 
I thank Gop, you ſeem to be in a good de- 


great 
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great abundance up and down EY town ; 
that he believed you to be the Antitipe of 
the old dragon ſpoken of in the Revelations 
of St. Jahn, who caſt a great flood out of 
his mouth in order. to drown the woman 
and her ſeed, that fled into the wilderneſs 
for ſuccour,. That from your evacuating ſo 
much poiſon of late, he ſaid, ſome thought 
you on the mending hand: But that, in 4 
opinion of the beſt judges, who knew. your. 
Caf and conſtitution. better, 'twas impoſſible 
for «you. to continue long in ſuch a con- 
dition; but only as you were very high fea- 
ſaned, twas thought, on that account, you 
might keep a little longer. 4 

Bear it couragiouſly, dear Sir, matter them 
not ; to be ſo ſerved, has generally been the lot 
of truth's champions in all ages; Bleſſed are 
they that ſuffer for righteouſneſs ſake, for theirs 
it the kingdom off heaven. You know the old 
proverb, Loſers muſt have leave to complain; 
you deal plainly, you ſtab their intereſt and 
cauſe to the heart; you are more in earneſt” 
than they can bear. Lis therefore no won- 
der to hear them in veigh againſt you in the 
manner they do; For, as you ſay, « The f 
*« reaſon why all the enemies of the chriſtian 
religion among us, however they may dif- 
F« fer in other reſpects, do yet, by the de- 
whe vil's policy, and their own inclinations, 
„ unite in one body againſt the eſtabliſhed 
* church and. clergy, is this very plain one; 
6 becauſe the eſtabliſhed church is the for- 

* treſs, 


00 
1 trefs, the ſtrong-hold of religion, and the 
& clergy the ND or ſoldiers. that defend 
Las oo > Their condemning your warmth in 
the pulpit, or out of it, ſigniſies iittle or no- 
thing; tis your make, you cannot help it 
nor need you covet. to act otherwile, for e tis 
no crime, but quite ſuitable to the occa- 
fion 3 nay, were it ever ſo unſuitable, you 
ought not to be raſhly condemned for it, 
Great allowances. muſt be made for cuſtom. 
and conſtitution (the latter eſpecially :) CHo- 
LER muſt have vent, 'tis Nature's decree to 
have it ſo; 'tis very common, to. hear people 


Ter blaming, a man for what is natural, and, in 


a manner unavoidable, and aſcribing that to 
virtue in themſelves, in which choice is not 
concerned, but owes its riſe to a happy con- 
ſtitution, and ſo. put light for darkneſs, and 


darkneſs for light, or things hat are oppo- 
ſite for each other. 


A s Iadmire the warmth of your temper, and. 
that becoming Earngſineſ which appears in 
all your polemical labours; I would have v 
ſteadily perſiſt in it. A man may be angry, 
yea, very angry, without being criminal: 
Anger is ſo far from being a crime, that St. 
Paul bids us be angry, and ſin not; nor 
does this text forbid any, the greateſt degree: 

of anger, more than. the leaſt, or ſuppoſe a- 
ny degree of it ſinful, as is evident- 
from what follows, Let not the ſun go down. 
on. your wrath, So that a man, even a di- 
vine, may he as * 2 as he 
| | pleaſes 
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pleaſes in the pulpit, or out of i it, ſo it be be⸗ 
tween ſun and ſun. Mind this and you can- 
not err, in being angry overmuch; this may 
ſerve to ſh&w Mr. Seagrave's flupidity in his 
title page, and the ſmall knowledge he has of 
the true ſcope and meaning of Scripture. 
Some learned commentators. have, I confeſs, 
given a different interpretation to this paſſage, 
That death is intended by the going down 
of the ſun ; that the art according to the 
cuſtom of ſpeaking i in the Eaſtern Countries, 
is merely figurative; if ſo I rejoice, becauſe 
it opens to you a bleſſed door of ſpleen and 
utterance, you may be angry continually; 
but take care you go not out of the world ſo. 
It is common, you know, for ſuch as don't 
care for the trouble of often repenting, to 
nt once for all, and compound for their 
2 juſt at the hour of death, who having 
no merit or worth of their own, rely fo” 
dently on the merits of CHRIST, and 
claim peace with the world, when it is oat 
of their power to diſturb it any longer: Nor 
is this only evident in the lives and deaths of 
ſuch as ſuffer publickly, and become vic- 
tims to offended juſtice, but in the actions 
and end of' many people in private life; nor 
is the church excepted. 8 
I come now to conſider the charge men- 
tioned above, viz. that you have left ſome 
paſſages dark and exceptionable, when had 
been cooler, you by; have been plain- 
er. To which reply, that heat in has 
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no: relation to error or obſcurity, or the leaſt 


5 tendency to produce them. The true ſenſe of 


your words, does, I confeſs, in many places, 
lie a little remote from vulgar apprehenſion”; 
but the greateſt men have been apt to 
write thus, as though every body had the 


| ſame penetration as themſelves, which is on- 
ly an error occaſioned by charity, or an ex- 
 ceſſive tentlerneſs for others. Suppoſing the 
reader to have as good a capacity as the writer, 


and other people as wiſe (or ready to learn) 
as themſelves, to be over nice in making things 


appear plain to others, is no better than to 


call the reader's underſtanding in queſtion, 


and tell him he's a Bhckbead, which tis 
far from the civility now in faſhion to ad- 
mit of, unleſs the reader complain firſt; this 


makes it juſtifiable for me, or any body elſe, 


+ to explain more critically what you have faid, 


the generality of your readers, having con- | 
feſſed themſelves fools, i. e. unable to under- 


ſtand you. I begin therefore with the firſt 


paſſage in your ſermons charged with error 
and obſcurity. - TP 1 Poa 
Page 10. you ſay, yet one or two cir- 
cumſtances more, I muſt take leave, not 
only to mention, but ſomething more than 
mention ; for laymen to take upon them to 
officiate in reading prayers to any aſſembly, 
except their own families, is an incroach- 
ment on the office of thoſe who are or- 
dained to holy functions, and, I fear, takes 
« off from them the reverence and reſpect that 
| e 


% | is 


cc 
cc 


* 


cc 


| IT 


* js due to them; and for unletter'd Laicks | 
* to take upon them to expound, and in- 
e terpret Scripture, is neither laudable nor ju- 
« ſtifiable; it tends to the confirmation, not 
< the removal of ignorance, and lays a terfip- 

e tation in their way to think more highly 


: * 
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* of themſelves than they ought to think, 
* which naturally leads us to that other ex- 
* preſſion of the text, Neither be thou over- 
ö « e. 3 3 TRE 
1 Now, notwithſtanding the pretended ob- 
5 


ſccurity, or any thing worſe, charged on this 


. poaſſage, IL affirm, that nothing can be more 
5 true in itſelf, or better expreſs'd ; it amounts 
| in fact, to no more than this plain and equi- 


E | table propolition, Every man ought to mind 
his own buſineſs, without incroaching into 
other mens matters, eſpecially thoſe to. which 
they have no regular appointment, and for 
which the are by no means ſufficiently 

ualified ; for not the prieſts only, but their 
unctions likewiſe, are to be kept holy unto 
the LorD, and not to be prophaned by the 
impure hands, and unhallowed lips of lay- 
men, whoſe meddling with ſuch things leads 
them, as you fay, to think more highly of them- 

' ſelves than they ought to think, who ſhould not be 
over-wiſe, but fit down tame and contented with. 
ſuch teaching and portions of knowledge, as 
thoſe who have the ruL E over them, and 
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watch for their ſouls, 7. e. their m---y, may ſee 
meet and convenient for them; who always con- 
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| ſcientiouſly withold whatever is inconſiſtent 
with their true and laſting happiness. 
Be not over-wiſe, ſignifies in plain words, 
Ignorance is the mother of devotion, a generally- 
read maxim in the wiſeſt church on 11 & 
our church excepted. You have hereby ſhown 
how dutiful you are; fo far from rebelling 
_ againſt her that brought you forth, that you 
zealouſly inculcate one of the moſt uſeful 
and darling tenets of your Grand-mamma ; a4 
tenet that might, with good management, he 
made as ſerviceable to our church, as it is to the 
church of Rome, from whom we received it, 
the happineſs of both clergy and people, evi- 
dently conſiſting in the Power and Wealth of 
the one, and the Ignorance and Yaſallage of 

k .the other, | 55 4 Ie | | | | 1 
Vou have, in good meaſure, the ſtaff in 
your own hands; may you have it more fo. 
As to the church, ſome think the head does 
not very well ſuit the body, but had rather 
have this (which, in common prudence and 
charity, you were furniſhed with when you 
had endangered or deſtroyed the natural one) 
than none at all; be not terrified at the in- 
fidel cant of ſuch as ſtand up for liberty in 
oppoſition to church power and prerogative, 
in matters of religion; tho by 8 bye, tis 
Ei pity the Preſs and the Pulpit ſhould be ſo 
much indulged as they are at this time. There 
ought, I humbly conceive, to be pp. ip 
ſons as you. appointed to look into and re- 
.gulate theſe things, that nothing may be ſuf- 
„„ fered 
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fered to become publick, or paſs into print, 


but what has a tendency to promote the ge- 


neral good. Some of our modern infidels and 
enthuſiaſts, have the front to diſpute the equi- 


of laws now in being, only becauſe they 


do not veſt all the power and dignity in them, 
but oblige them, not only to be obedient to 
their betters, but to pay them annually a 


certain conſideration for being fo, They not on- 


ly diſtinguiſh between power and right, but 
frequently oppoſe the one to the other, and 
take upon them to examine the greateſt men | 
'In the church, how, or in what manner they 
- came by their authority, which is all one as 

to ſet them on a level with thieves and pick-- 
2 1 or rather ſuch as receive ſtolen goods. 


own, ſome trifling objections may be made 


"againſt this doctrine, that power and a right 


to uſe it, are the ſame thing; yet I am con- 
fident more can be urged for than againſt it; 
for ſhould ſuch an heretical opinion prevail, 


that power and right may be oppoſite, that 


what is not honeſtly gotten, cannot be ho- 
neſtly kept, it will turn the world. upfide 
"downn ; becauſe, if this doctrine is admitted, 


-*twill be as reaſonable to apply it in one caſe as 
in another, and to every caſe it belongs to, 


which would naturally produce much diſtur- 
bance amongſt us; money would ſoon change 
hands, and eſtates find new maſters, (proba- 


| bly a great many to one) and ſuch as have 


long made a figure in life, "muſt give place 
wt PL 44 ne * Ii . RIBS 
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to 
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to your W Tittle ſcoundrels, > turn out. t.to 22 


make room for the meant and moſt co 
ha; of mankind. © 1 7 17-9 
To enquire therefore into the power: 561 


to be founded on the reformation itſelf, is weak 
beyond expreſſion: And in ſpite of all the pa- 
_ "trons of 1 are able to ſay on this head, 


T lay it down, as a certain truth, by which . 


Iwill abide, that power and right are terms 
| ſynonimous, and all the diſputes about pro- 


PE perty, which have long puzzled and divided 
the greateſt men and philoſophers 


4 


| Ber, and bring arguments for liberty, faid 


us, are on this poſition,” eaſily ſettled and 


made plain to the meaneſt ca city ; and 1 


here ep all the world to ſettle it in any other 


way. What nation is there (except our own) 


who would not, had they power, extend their 
dominions by invading | their neighbours, and 


ftrive to become great on the ruins of others. 
Private life is abundantly full of proceedings | 


of the like nature; the hidden frauds and 'o- 
pen viglences, that are daily practifed amongſt 
us, are almoſt innumerable. Tis not neceſſa- 
ry to ſpend time in making a thing plain, 


hich almoſt every body, more or leſs, make 
ſo, by their own example. Arguments for 


liberty, are generally (I 3 not, ſay always) urg- 
ed by ſuch as are wunderme/t, and think them- 
ſelves oppreſſed, only with a view of getting 
uppermoſt, and an 2 of trampling 


N under their feet. A glaring * 


2 


r Z „ — — üb — ———— —j— —— 
"3.5 " : 


* —— 
11 
; 4 ; : | 
N 1 F 
* - 1055 N k 
| | | | 2 
| ' " * 
: / 1 * 


1 of this happen d in the laſt century: Some 
1 who complained of Perſecution here (with- 
* out redreſs) went over Sea to avoid it, 
| where they became great, and had an op- 
Portpnity of oppreſſing others; which they 
"#1 Aid malt ofefinatly,.. in ſuch manner as to 
 ſhew:they nobly contemned honeſty and con- 
Lience, and eyery thing elſe that is vulgar- 
Jy. called good ; nay, had not this kingdom 
interpoſed to reſtrain them, tis hard to ſay 
to what brave lengths, they would not have 
| carried it, there . ſeeming to be a Spirit a- 
mong them equal to that which firſt Jet up 
Ii; © long ſince deviſed and practiſed in it. 
bob Theſe champions flouriſhed in Neu England 
about the time of Oliver Cromwell, What 
E pPity it is, that our church ſhould ſuffer a 
company of ſneaking ſectaries to excel them 
=... in the exerciſe of ſpiritual power? Nor is 
IB: It only to the eternal honour of the former 
98 that I mention it, but, if poſſible, to ſtir 
1 up the latter to 1mitate fo 1udable an ex- 
F ample, ſeeing they do not, at preſent, care 
$14 to ule their power apoſtolic in another way. 
5 1 fear till omg of this kind is done, 
i error will tread too faſt on the heels of or- 
F ' Thodoxy, the laity be too proud and too 
5 knowing, and your Fack gentlemen here in 
| England, not learn the worth of the Lord's 
embaſſadors, but treat them as menial fer- 
vants, and, inſtead of letting them ſet down 
at table as equals, compel them to ftand be- 
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wind my lord and my lady's backs-to/ ſay 
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grace and catch farts at the ſame time. 
As to my countrymen here, it muſt be 
granted, that bating a little dleneſs.' and 
yen at home, and extravagance abroad in 
di verting themſelves, the general decay of 
tradeſmen has been owing to liberty of Con- 


ſcience in matters of Religion, and ſome other 


things. The permitting tradeſmen to med - 


dle with theſe enquiries that don't concern 
chem, has been fatal to many families, who 
have little better than ſtarved in conſequence 


of this liberty. As the wealth of every 


2 nation depends chiefly on the indu- 


ſt its e, any liberty tending to the 
milo! of ads) 60 odds behind | 
more or leſs, in the hurt of the people. If 
then our trading people, were wholly re- 
ſtrained from ſtudies and enquiries pernicious 
to trade, themſelves, and families, they would 
naturally be more affiduous in their various 
employs, and ſo become as rich and happy as 


their neighbours, who are kept within boumds, 


and wiſely reſtrained from ruining themſelves 
and families. For the ſame reaſon ought Mr. 
Whitefield, and ſome of the brethren, to be 


ſuppreſſed. Tis well known, that multitudes 


have run madding after them to the neglect of 
their trades and families, and great hazard of 
bringing the latter on the pariſhes to which 
they belong, if a ſtop be not ſpeedily put to 
their proceedings. In behalf of themſelves, 
Theſe gentlemen confeſs, that ſome indeed 
POS may 


may have followed them to the ne 


n r 


things than hearing the goſpel | 
for places there are and plenty of them too 
in and about this city, which tho' in them- 
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quence of their doctrine; that, on the contra- 


ry, they have cautioned them againſt this and 


all other exceſſes, tho, at the ſame time they 


ſay, tis poſſible the poor might have been in 


much worſe places than Moorfieldi or en- 
nington Common, and perhaps about worſe 
reached; 


ſelves bad enough, and 1 to draw 
men into and drown them in ſenſuality and 


pleaſure, to hurt their families much more 


than a diligent attendance on Mr. A bitefield's 
labours, do notwithſtanding, paſs unreproved 


wy the generality of the clergy. Nor is this 
A 


they likewiſe, ln: that not only ſome 


who were in time paſt wicked and diſſolute in 


Zheir lives, but many who were idle and ſen- 
ſual, lovers of pleaſure more than lovers of 


piety, have, from the bleſſing of Gop at- 
tending their labours, received ſuch impreſ- 
fions as have enabled them to contemn and 
abbor the vain paſtimes and fooliſh diverſions 
of the age, and fix ſuch reſolutions in their 
minds, as may, in time to come, if duly 


nurtured, make them more frugal and indu- 


ſtrious in their families than ever they were 
before, and ſo make amends at leaſt for the 
time ſpent in following them, who abhor 
the charge of ſetting Religion and Morality 
at Variance, or one duty in oppoſition to an- 

other, 


| owe glect of 
their families, but deny this to be à conſe- 
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other, as much as their adverſaries, well 
knowing that Gop's commands are not grie- 
vous or abſurd, but always equitable, juſt 
and good, worthy of him to appoint, and 
| man to do. N n+ DELL SI Yen ee © on FO NP , 
For laymen (as you obſerve) to read 
prayers to more than THEIR own families, 
1 might have ſaid to read them at all) is 
an incroachment on the functions of the cler- 
gy, and tends to take of the reſpect and re- 
verence due to them. When once a man 
finds, or thinks he finds himſelf able to do a 
thing, which in time paſt he gave another a 
£ — round ſum to do for him, tis proba- 
ble he will aim at doing it himſelf for the 
future, and ſave his money. As to ſcrip- 
ture, if laymen be allowed to read it, eſpe- 
cially as they ſee meet, they will likewiſe 
expound it for themſel ves; and not only put 
a bad meaning on difficult places, but from 
a Fondueſs, common to every body, prefer 
their own private interpretations to the ortho» 
dor ſenſe of the church, and ſo the clergy 
will be made to ſtand for meer Cyphers, or 
ſet down as drones Who live on the honeſt la- 
Bours of the induſtrious ben. 
In this ſtep which you have taken to keep 
the Laity at a diſtance, and ſecure the reve- 
rence due to the prieſthod, you have done 
great ſervice to the cauſe of religion, and 
merited the thanks of all men, but more eſ- 
pecially thoſe of your own order. Tour 
wiſdom and magnanimity has often led me 
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to reflect on the actions of ſuch-as have been 
e ere at men, tho* when com 
with you they are meer Dwarfs, and quite 
incon derable. Moſet,tho? he was in common 
eſteem, a very great man, yet he had his 
errors; and one of the greateſt Blunders he 
ever committed, happened in the caſe of tùbe 
of 15 hets, who propheſied in the camp 


Me 
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3 of Hrael, the news of which being brought 
A to Moſes, with a religious intention to ſtop 


| ill; the growth of Enthuſiaſm, and ſecure the 
FH EReſpelt and Reverence due to himſelf, he, in- 
8:11 8 ſtead of giving orders to rebuke them ſharps 
111 ly, tamely ſubmitted, and cry'd out, Would 
"18 to God that all tbe Lord's my were pro- 0 
4 


phets, and that he would put his Spirit upon 


them. Who but himſelf, would have thus 
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| indulged upſtarts? I am ſure our modern 
N clergy know better than to follow ſuch a 
11 weak example: They know how to diſtin- 
41 guiſn between the virtues and vices of men, 
1 and are always ſure to adhere to the former 
Fig without -wavering. 
a: 4: I happened, the other day, to be conteſt- 
[it ing this point of reading prayers with a 


friend of mine, not a little in the ¶ Hitefteldi- 
an intereſt, full of malice and hatred againſt 
the church in general, and you in particu- 
lar, for the pains you took lately to defend 
it. I remember, he faid, that if reading ) 
prayers had zo tendency to make people ber- 

ter, *twere as well to lay it aſide both pub- 
lickly and privately; but if it had a ten- 

5 SEES | dency 
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Aenty to make them better, and the Clergy 
are the 'men 1 would fain be accounted; 


this practice, ſo far from ſeſſening the reyes |. 


rence and eſteem due to them, muſt, on the 


contrary, tend greatly to increaſe it; becauſe 


the Better any man is, the more he loves and 
admires a good man. I believe, therefore; 
ſaid he, this Bawling Levite's head ran more 
on the power and dignity of the church, 
than the ſalvation of the ſoul. The natural 
inference muſt be this; If the clergy allow 
that reading prayers tends to make the peo 
ple better, and yet affirm, it takes off from the 

ww, and reverence. due to them; that is, the 

better people grow, the leſs they like the 
clergy ; I lay, all ſuch clergymen muſt al- 
low, and do indeed,condemn themſelves for 
a parcel of very ſad Fellows. He went on 
with more of the like ſtuff, too tedious to 


„ 


mention. 6 

As to expounding Scripture, tis what un 
letter d Laicks cannot do, it requires great 
skill in antiquity, a good knowledge A the 
learned languages, and many other things, . 
of which they are altogether ignorant. The 
Scriptures were originally ſpoken and penn'd 
by learned men; the learned therefore are 


| only able to interpret and expound them: 


Had they firſt proceeded from unlearned 


and illiterate. perſons, by inſpiration of the 
Spirit, it would naturally follow, that illi- 
terate and unlearned perſons might under-- 
ſtand, expound, and interpret them by the 

1 . E 1 
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ſame Spirit, the one being as reaſonable as 
the other; the ſame arguments which prove 
the one abſurd, will, undeniably, prove the 
other ſo too : But as the former 1s by no 
means true, the latter may juſtly be diſput- 
ed, and ſtand for nothing with conſidering 
erfons. I do not mention this as my own 
entiment, tis what I head a Revelationiſt 
ſay, * way of ſatire on the church of Eng- 
land, for profeſſing the Scripture, and deny- 
ing its doctrines. They (che Methodiſts) 
will have it, that, if by the diftates of the 
Spirit, the £ 8 were firſt penn'd, the 
ſhorteſt cut to the knowledge of them, muſt 
be by the aſſiſtance of the ſame Spirit. It 
muſt, ſa they, be granted, that learned 
men differ now and then, ſome ſay, very of- 
ten; nay, to that degree, that ſeldom an 
religious debate happens, but they preſently 
dive into the meaning of words in the ori- 
ginal, about which they generally quarrel, 
; and render the thing more intricate and 
| difficult, and harder to be underſtood; by 
| the unleatned than it was before. So that 
ö learning, or the uſe generally made of it, is 
© - more apt to puzzle and perplex queſtions of 
this ſort, than to make them eaſy, plain, 
and e to the common people eſ- 
pecially. hat then can be more fooliſh 
in any man, than firſt to affirm it neceſſary 
for every one to underſtand Scripture, and 
then ſay the unlearned muſt depend on the 
AIiuearned for this knowledge; when the leren 
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ed cannot Kettle the point among 1 
but are perpetually differing eg it? An un- 
letter d Laick cannot therefore any more judge 
of the merits of ſuch controverſies amongſt the 
learned, than he can read or underſtand the 
Scriptures i in the original tongue; and when 
two learned men of ſeemingly equal integri 
and capacity, are found differing hich BY he 
ten the | caſe) about points 2 im 
what muſt be done? what rule or gbd 
without Infþiration, can an unletter d Laick- 
have to conduct his judgment, with any ra- 
lerabiè certamty ? How ſhould he know whe 
is right, and who is wrong, when tis 
-ble 'both may err, and impoſſible but Ur 
one or the other muſt err; nor is this ſel- 
dom, but frequently the caſe. But, thanks 
be to Gop, who has made a better proviſion 


be toſſed to and fro between the pride, igno- 
rance and ſpleen of the worldly-wiſe, the 
letter - learned Phariſees of this wicked and 
perverſe generation, who ſeek a ſign; ſuch 
an one which, ( becauſe of their hardneſs 
of heart and unbelief ) it may not pleaſe him 
chat is infinite in TER and wiſdom to grant 
n 

Our modern Eutbuſiaſts, will not allow, 
that Inſpiration, together with the neceſſity 
thereof, are ceaſed lince the time of the apo- 
ſtles, or very ſoon after, as one has lately in 
| a affirmed. o contrary, they E 
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i for his church, than leaving-it to periſh, or - 
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tis as needful now as ever; tho by the by, 
to prove it, they leave the modern Goſpel, and 
are forced to. recur to the antient one, a plain 


proof to what ſtraits they are reduced. But, 
conſidering the regard which ſome in this de- 
pHate have imprudently ſhown to this old goſ- 


pel of CHRIST, tis expedient, for meer Cre» 


_ dit's ſake, to take a little notice of what they 
alledge. They lay, Inſpiration is as neceſſa- 


y now as formerly; nay, more ſo, becauſe 
a main end, that was in the beginning pro- 
poſed to be thereby attained, is not only as 


needful at this time, as it was then: But the 


attainment of it is now, through length of 


time, and many frauds, become by far more 


antricate and difficult than it was in the be- 


| inning. To ſuppoſe, therefore, that an all- 


wiſe and gracious being, would afford an ex- 
traordinary aid, as neceſſary at one time, and 


withold it eee at another, when it be- 


came much more neceſſary, is monſtrous and 
abſurd, and fo far from the reverence and re- 
gard due to the DEI TV, that it does, in a 
manner, arraign his wiſdom and his juſtice ; ; 
'tis ſuppoſing him to act with leſs wiſdom 
and caution than wile men act in their tem- 
poral affairs; and, in fine, it ſets him on a 
level with the moſt giddy and imprudent 
mortals.” This is a conſequence not to be 


evaded, without denying the premiſes it flows 


from, a thing which cannot be done, without 
flying i. in the face of alen and Scripture, as 


5 | ; well 


gy 


well as the experience of thouſands in this 
latter age of the world. For, if the apo/tles, 
who were cotemporary with our SAvIOUR 
himſelf, _ heard his doctrine, ſaw his mighty 
works, and had moreover an opportunity of 
acking "ug queſtions for information, when 
any diſſiculty occur d, had, nevertheleſs, need 
of the 21 Spirit, to lead them into 41 
truth, and Zul them in their duty to Gop 
and man, (miracles are here out of the que- 
ſtion) how much more is it needful to us 
now, who live at this great diſtance of time, 
and are, in great meaſure, without theſe An- 
gular helps, who have read and heard, without 
being able to judge of the endleſs debates and 
diviſions of mankind in general, and the learn- 
ed in particular, and liable to be miſled and 
impoſed on, by a thouſand frauds and miſ- 
takes, occaſioned by intereſt or ignorance, to 
which we are altogether ffrangers; learned 
men not only of different religions, but even 
under the ſame profeſſion, eternally varying and 
guarrelling amongſt themſelves? Nor will it 
avail to ſay, Inſpiration is leſs needful now than 
formerly, becauſe the Apoſtles learnt the 
whole will of Gop by Inſpiration, which 
they imparted. to others, who therefore need- 
ed not the leaſt Inſpiration to underſtand 
them; for this is falſe, freſh circumſtances ve- 
ry often require freſh advices, or which is 
much the ſame, (ſuppoſing the word of Gop 
to be a compleat ſtore-houſe of divinity, con- 
| tainin g 


/ 


VVV 
taining ſomething ſuitable to every ſtate in 
Chriſtianity) a nice application of holy Scrip- 
ture, or the old doctrines contained in it, ac- 
cording to the preſent occaſion, of which no 
chriſtian is, of himſelf, able to judge, even 
for himſelf, and much leſs for another. But 
11 — . ĩ ͤ 
NMay, further, had this been true, it muſt 
have taken place from the beginning of chri- 

1 ſtianity, in the time of the Apoſtles them- 
br ſelves, when the chuch were better able to un- 

deerſtand the Apoſtles, and far leſs liable to 
1 Error without Inſpiration, than we are now: 
But tis manifeſt, that it did not; they were 
Ih far from teaching any ſuch doctrine, or tel- 
| ling people that they only had the Mind of _ 
F Gop to preach to them, or that the Lairty 
| | had not, in themſelves, an Inspiration ſuffi- 
'F Tient to lead them into all Truth. No ſuch 
E matter: On the contrary, they perpetually in- 
383 culcate the Spirit's teaching in eyery indivi- 
Aaual, and preſs all men zealouſly to a ſtrict at- 
WE: tendance thereon, and obedience thereto. 
|  *' Their epiſtles are full of it, which ſhews 

RD they . did not underſtand the promiſe of 
CuRIST to lead into all truth, and, by his 
Spirit, to be preſent with his followers to the 
end of the World, to relate to the clergy only, 
but to be the common Privilege of believers. 

St. Jobn, in his general epiſtle to the faints, 
clergy, and laity, miniſters and hearers, is ſo 

far from prefering his own counſel and di- 
rection, to the teaching of the Holy mow ” 

- them 


as £5 


ſelves, that, after he had cautioned them 
to beware of Error and Antichriſt, well 
knowing in what their certainty and ſafety 
ſtood, he reſolves all into the inward and im- 
mediate teachings of the Holy Spirit, in theſe 
words; But the anointing which ye have re- 

ceived of him abideth in you, and ye need not 
that any man teach you; but as the ſame anoint- 


ing teacheth you of all things, and is truth and 


is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye ſhall 
abide in him, 1 John u. 27. 4 
What can be more full and expreſs than 
this againſt our modern clergy? He that will 
attentively confider the ſcope of the holy 
Scriptures, both the old and new Teſtament 
may, I think, very eaſily diſcover their error 
in this grand point. The prophet Feremiab 


. - foretold, concerning the fotben, that G . 


would aſſuredly teach mankind in this man- 
ner by his Spirit. Our Saviour likewiſe, 
the great author of the chriſtian religion, not 
only foretold, but poſitively promiſed the 
ſame thing to his church. Thoſe: who ſuc- - 
ceeded him, found it true by experience, and 
zealouſly preached it to all around them, as a 
meſſage they had received from heaven to 
communicate to the world. Tis therefore 
much to be lamented, that, in after ages, in- 
tereſt or ignorance, or any other thing, ſhould- 
blind the eyes of men, to deny and ſuppreſs 
a truth of ſuch inexpreſſible worth. Let the 


| world fay what they pleaſe, 'tis certain, that 
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9 
departing from this internal holy guide, and 
ſubſtituting human helps in its room, was the 

door at which the unity and purity of the 
4. church went out; nor will it ever be rightly 
ti _ reſtored, any farther than men return back, 

17 and cleave to the Holy Spirit, notwithſtanding 
* what any man, who dotes on external unifor- 
1 mity, may have ſaid to the contrary. We 
| are not ignorant, that ſuch narrow-minded 

zealots have made void Gop's commands, 


(4: by their own fancies, inventions, and tradi- 
1; tions. | 1 * 
| WE From the above text, it appears, that this 
.= gift of the Spirit to lead into all truth, was 
9 not peculiar to a few, but common to be- 
(ps lievers then, notwithſtanding the extraordi- 
1 nary Inſpiration of the apoſtles themſelves. 
= . As therefore the ſaints, tho better able to un- 


x derſtand the apoſtles then, than we are at this 
dap, had in common, this extraordinary gift 
of the Spirit to guide them aright, what 
can we think of ſuch as declare, There are 
note no ends of providence to be brought. about 
but what may be effected without it? I think 
ſuch as lay down theſe poſitions, do ſtrongly 
deny the occaſion or uſe of ſuch a gift to 
the believers in common formerly, St. Paul 
told ſome in his time, amongſt whom he 
had labour'd, that he had kept back none 

of the counſel of Gop: But his meaning was 
only this, that he had faithfully communi- 


o 


Bates Methodiſm diſplay d. 


cated 


Es 
cated to them, whatever Gop had command- 
ed him fo to do: Beſides the advantage of his 
labours, they had the benefit of this inward . 
guide to inſtruct them, according to CHRIST's 
promiſe, as well as thoſe to whom St. Jobn 
wrote, who kept not back any more than did 
St. Pau! the counſel of Gop. Nay, if 1 
miſtake not, St. Paul, as well as St. John, 
refered the people, notwithſtanding his own 
inſtructions, to this inward guide, as is mani- 
feſt from one of the ſubſequent verſes, where- 
in he commends them to Gor, and the word of 
© © bis Grace, which he tells them was able to build 
.them up, &c. The terms build up, are very 
frgmficant, and expreſſive of all the light and 
Mſtance believers can need or require, and is 
in reality, as full a text for Inſpiration, as 
that of St. John, before quoted. To fay, that 
no inſtances of Inſpiration are now to be met 
FF with, is impertinent and idle, and avails no- 
thing; for tis not only falſe in fact, but if 
true, would not anſwer the end for Which 
it's brought, becauſe the wickedneſs and apo- £ | 
ſtacy of mankind, might, poffibly, occaſiag 
that to ceaſe for a ſeaſon as a juſt judgmegihy= 4 
which, without ſuch wickedneſs and apoſtacy, * 
would not be withdrawn. He that talks of 
F revelation being ceaſed, muſt; if he talks to 
the purpoſe, ſhew it to be ceaſed from the ve- 
ry nature of the diſpenſation itſelf, or the will 
and intention of the deity concerning it, without 


ard to the behaviour of chriſtians, either 
2 F . * 


. 
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good or bad. Let ſuch point us out the chap- 
ter and verſe, that ſpeaks according to the 
modern ſentiment cf this matter, in words 
like theſe. © Men and brethren, tho Inſpi- 


e ration be, at this time, abſolutely neceſſary, 


* not only to ſettle and eſtabliſh the Goſpel, 


* now in its infancy, by ſigns and wonders, 


but to lead and guide us the Apoſtles, into 


* all truth, that we may deliver to you, and 
* and ages to come likewiſe, the whole coun- 
ſel of God, yet it will not always be neceſſa- 
ry, but ceaſe, by divine appointment, in 
two or three generations, or a very ſhort 
time, as wholly uſeleſs and unneceſlary.. 


« And, as we foreſee that, in after time, 


* 


* ſome wicked and peſtilent men, will de- 


<« part from the Goſpel, and preach up the 
* neceſſity of Inſpiration again, this ſhall 
e ftand as a teſtimony againſt them, and be 
<« a ſufficient confutation of all ſuch ground- 


„ leſs and wicked Pretences.” _ | 


How greatly would the denyers of immedi- 
ate revelation exult on ſuch a text as this. 


But, alas! to their great mortification, Scrip- 


ture is not only filent herein, but in many 


places, expreſs to the contrary, at leaſt, the 
contrary is fairly imply'd. As to miracles, 


the Methodiſts ſay, inaſmuch as they own 
chriſtianity, according to its primitive purity, 


with the miracles wrought to confirm it, and 
are willing to ſubmit the diſpute in hand to 


the true meaning of ſcripture, not knowingly 
BD 1 preach- 


d nerality, the main bulk of the people, are 


= AC 

preaching up New Doctrines, but intendi 
only to revive the old Ones, they think tis eyi- 
dent, they are no more obliged to work mi- 
racles, than ſuch as oppoſe them, and call 
for miracles, both ſides profeſſing to hold none 


other doctrines, than what they believe to 


have been already confirmed by miracles. 
This is only a ſmall part of what they have 
to alledge for themſelves. I ſhall leave you 
to confute them, and proceed to expatiate on 
the next remarkable paſſage in your ſermons. 
Page 48, you have theſe words; The ge- 


„ injudicious, and eaſy. to be impoſed on; 

they are wonderfully ſtruck with every 
'* thing that is new and unuſual, (another 
* weakneſs: of human nature) never conſi- 
dering that truth is the oldeſt thing in the 
world, and that in religion and morality, 


Whatever is really new is certainly falſe.” 


This paſſage, has, of late, bred many 
warm and private diſputes in this city ; nor 


did I ever hear it explain'd conſiſtently, at ' Z 


which I have much wonder'd, becauſe tis 


capable of being explain'd very conſiſtently, 


two or three different ways, tho, at preſent, 
they may ſeem to lie a little remote from 
common apprehenſion. There is, doubtleſs, 
an exceſs of charity, and you are ſo exceed- 
ing liable to err, on that fide, in favour of 


vulgar Capacities, as to leave things a little 


dark and doubtful to the main bulk of the 
NOT Tue F 2 e 
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1 
people, when ſome think they ſhould be made 
as plain as words can make them. 


Truth is a word very frequent in te mouth 
of moſt people, but not ſo generally under- 


ſtood as ſome may imagine, or as it ought to 
be. Twas uſed in the Old Teſtament, and 
frequently in the New, by the founder of 
chriſtianity himſelf, tho he did not, in his 
wiſdom, ſee meet to ſettle and explain it ſo 
exceedingly critical as ſome have ſince (per- 
haps in vain) attempted to do; nor have you 
clearly ſettled it fo far as relates to the point 
in hand, 
writers ill, to oblige us to have a meaning to all 


Tis, I confeſs, uſing us wits <4 


we write ; not that I ſuppoſe you meant no- 
thing. By this term, no doubt, you intended 
ſomething very good, that exiſted before, or 


from the beginning of the world, 'be it what i it 
will. But then, your captious fellows, who hate 


nothing more than truth and modeſty, will be 
apt to ſay, your poſition quite overturns, not 
only the law of Moſes, and the chriſtian revelati- 


on, but every thing elſe it has pleaſed God to 


diſcover to mankind as a duty from, or near 
the beginning of the world to this time ; be- 
cauſe theſe revelations were new to. men, 

when firſt made known to them, and certain- 
ly falſe, if your reaſoning is true, For in- 
ſtance, they cannot ſee how, on your poſiti- 
on, tis poſſible to juſtify Abrabam, in forſak- 
ing his native place, and travelling into ano- 
ther country, under | of divine reve- 
lation 


MM - 
lation ſo to do, any more than to juſtify Mr. 
Hutton's doing it now, under much the like 

retences, nay, hardly ſo much, becauſe the 

— is not entirely new, the ſame thing 
having been done long ago; tho', to ſpeak 
ſtrictly, your poſition proves them both equal- 
ly falſe and erronious. Let it be ſo; I gan- 
not ſee why you ſhould be required to juſtify 
one hair-brain d, maggotty fellow more than 
another. Such as play theſe tricks with the 
world and themſelves, ought to have a ſpeci- 
al mark ſet on them, to deter others from ad- 
hering to the like whimſies. You have done 
it; and, Gop be praiſed, inconteſtably ſet the 
power and ſovereignty of reaſon and the 
church, over the head of Enthuſiaſm and 
Seri „„ e is 
2 Your not explaining. the term #rutb, and 
really neu, has diſquieted many, in particular 
Enthuſiaſts, Who, in ſpite of charity, and all 
the rules of criticiſm, are reſolved to underſtand 
them in the common way, as words and 
phraſes are generally taken. They fay, a 
thing is really new, which was altogether un- 
known to men before the time of its being 
made known, or diſcovered to any one. Ad- 
mit this, and you muſt grant, if truth exiſt- 
ed always, or from the beginning of the 
world, that whatever Gon revealed afterwards 
to any one, , at any time, had been revealed 
to ſome perſon or perſons before, which de- 
nies there eyer was a firſt reyelation after truth' , 

x . 
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as Joby before as you pleaſe, and canſequent- 


ask you what truth is, but ſhall be — 


tures, in after ages, quizs-overguewn + What's 


ſtrong and invincible, againſt all Viſſonaries 


deiſt to convert to chriſtianity, you uſe other 


But waving this: By truth, I ſuppoſe, you 
meant, to include virtually, every thing good 


came into being; Kippoting it to have exiſted, 
not * from the creation of this world, but 


it denies all revelations which are not of 
an e or elder date than truth. I do not 


glad to know its age, or at what time it beg 
io exiſt, Your adverſaries fay, that all reve- 
lation is here by you deny'd as falſe and ſpu- 
rious, every manifeſtation of Gop to his crea- 


that to the purpoſe? when the power of your 
function permits you to manage juſt as you 
will, you may be ſometimes this, and ſome- 
times that, and by and by neither, or Fack- 
on both ſides, according as argument, intereſt, 
or opportunity invites. Your poſition,” tho 


and Enthuſiaſts, would, J confeſs, in ſome 
dliſputes, be ſtark naught; when you have a 


arguments. Thus you manifeſt your pru- 
Hence, in treating every man according to his 
bias, - -with as much skill ahd diverſity as a doc- 


ot does his patients, for this plain reaſon, be- | 


rauſe one man's meat may be another's poiſon. 


and true in religion or morality, and that all 
after manifeſtations of providence, were not, 
Properly ſpeaking, entirely new, but only 10 
my various ways of f exhibiting the ting 

ng, 


(39) 


thing, vis. truth. Nor is this any ways ab- 
ſurd, tis only putting new ideas to an old 
word, and the buſineſs is done, and every 
charge confuted; or, if it pleaſe you better, 
the manner of expreſſion, ſhall, in the next 
edition, be changed, not to make the thing 
more clear in itſelf, but render it more fa- 
miliar to the bulk. 'of the people, thus; 
TxruUTH is the oldeſt thing in the world, 
and whatſoever in religion and morality, is 

not true, is certainly falſe. By the terms R E- 
ALLY NEW, it cannot be conceived you meant 
any thing more or leſs, than REALLY FALSE. 
Whence it 2 r your poſition is ſo far 
from being either falſe or obſcure, to ſuch as 
think rightly, that the meer changing a term 
to accommodate it to low capacities, makes 
it as ſelf- evident as any receiv d maxim what- 
ever. If you intended thus to be under- 
ſtood, no wonder you did not make out your 
poſition, becauſe it was before, in it (elf, as 
plain, ot plainer than other words could poſ- 
fibly make it, at leaſt, as I have rendered it, 
the terms explain themſelves, and make. out 
the matter-with all imaginable clearneſs, juſt 
as if you had ſaid, I hatever is, is; and: tis 
impaſſible for the ſame thing to be and not. ta 
be. Your reaſoning, or rather your propo- 
fition on this head, is not only evident in it- 
elf, but would, if duly. regarded, leſſen the 
number, and ſhorten 1 4 length of religious 
debates, and enable kind on all occa- 


ſions, 


(40) 


ſions, to diſtinguiſn truth from error; for, 
without this latter advantage, or ſomething 
like it, the meer ſelf. evidence of the | ai gt | 
tion, would be of no uſe. ' 

But ſhould the vulgar meaning of your ; 
terms, juſt as you left them, be inſiſted on 
by your adverſaries, and you condeſcend to 
allow it, we muſt take another method to ex- 
plain the difficulty before us, which is eafily 
done thus. You can affirm, that by the term 
world, you meant only the chriſtian world, 
for that's a common phraſe ; and, you know 
we have at this day, a diſtin date for it. 
By truth you might mean the Goſpel ; both 
theſe are very ſignificant and rational, and ſet 
the matter in a clear light, The generali 
of chriſtians allow this to be the laſt diſpen- 
ſation of religion from Gop to mankind, that 
the religion of Ixsus will laſt as long as time 
endures, and Gop himſelf will make no further 
| diſcoveries to the world, in the leaſt tending to 
ſet the goſpel afide ; your meaning therefore, 
is obviouſly © this; Truth, i. e. the Goſpel, is 
the oldeſt thing in the world, i. e. the chriſtian 
world, and whatever in religion and morali 
18 really new, 1. e. oppoſite to the Goſpel, is 
certainly falſe, becauſe the. Goſpel includes 
every thing in religion that is really good and 
true; nor will my doctrine of a new Goſpel 
be any difficulty here. I call it new, only in 
regard to the great alterations it has under- 


went * time to time, according to the 
wl 
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| wiſdom and opportunity of its managers, 


which alterations are, in ſome fort, a part 
of the old Goſpel, at leaſt, they are the ge- 
nuine effects of the power given by CHRIS 
to his apoſtles, and by them beſtowed on 
their ſucceſſors in the church of Gop. How- 
ever, ſhould diſputes ariſe, in reconciling 
what you may think proper to ſay, with 
my new Goſpel doctrine, you cannot be 
chargeable on that account; for tho? I reap 
the pleaſure of believing you think as I do 
in this great point, I don't remember you 
have any where in print directly aſſerted it. 
Thus, Sir, I hope I have juſtify'd this paſ- 
. entirely to your liking, and put it out 
of the power of the greateſt wit and envy 
on earth united, to make it ſpeak fairly, 
any ning contrary to morality or a ſound 
mind. But, notwithſtanding the goodneſs 
of your intention, ee of expreſſion, 
or what elſe may be ſaid to juſtify you in 
this point, our modern ſcepticks are not a 
little pleaſed with their new convert, and re- 
Joice in the great ſervice you have herein 
done to the religion of nature, as oppoſed to 
every pretended revelation. What others 
have long ſweat and toiled in vain to per- 
form, you have accompliſhed in the #wink- 
ling of a broomſtick, and made that plain, in 
a lentence or two, which many, after long 
and painful ſtudies, have left ob/cure in a fo- 
lio volume. Who can ſufficiently extol and 
admire you? ns 
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any other thing rationally tending to gain it 


(42) 


I come next to page 40, where you ſay; 


% Either they think themſelves inſpir'd, or 
«© they do not; if they do, they are Enthuf- 


re afts, becauſe that perſwaſion of their be- 

ing inſpired, is ſupported by no evidence; 

«* for to thoſe who were really inſpir'd by 

** GoD of old, he always 2 evidence 
0 


« and proof that they were ſo, and alwa 
<« muſt; becauſe, otherways, the Inſpira- 
e tion is of no uſe.” IF 


I took notice of miracles above, and here 


muſt inform you, that ſuch as find fault with 
your performance, blame you for not telling 


them clearly, what you mean by Inſpiration, 
or what kind of it you accuſe the Method- 
iſts for pretending to. Tho', I confeſs, I 
take your meaning to be plain enough, that 
you mean by it, ſuch an Inſpiration of the 
Spirit as gives man knowledge and power, 
and may, in ſome ſort, be diſtinguiſhed from 
the operations of his own mind; or, as you 
Have more elegantly expreſs'd it in your laſt 
Page, Gov's ſending forth his light and truth 
n ſuch an extraordinary manner, as to enable 


nen 0 diſcover the depths of Satan, or myſtery 


of iniquity : For ſure no words can be found 


that better expreſs extraordinary Inſpiration, 


than theſe. - By giving evidence, &c. I ſup- 
pole you mean the working of miracles ; 
without which, it ſeems, Inſpiration can be 
of no uſe ; which ſuppoſes, that Inſpiration 
can have no other evidence than miracles, or, 


ad- 


/ 


(43) 

admittance with men, or make it become 
ſerviceable to them. But, Sir, theſe mad 
people wonder to hear you talk at this mad 
rate, and ask you, if extraordinary Inſpi- 
ration can be of no uſe without miracles, 
how an ordinary one can be uſeful without 
them, I mean uſeful to others? If an ordi- - 
dinary Inſpiration (ſuppoſe now in your mi- 
niſtry) can fo, far ſhift without miracles, as 
to haye ſome good effect on the hearts of 

your hearers, much better, they think, may 

an extraordinary, or ſtronger Inſpiration 

ſhift without them or, do more ſervice than 


44) 

live in the fear of God, tend to improve each 
other in virtue and holineſs: And the more 
any man is fill'd with the Spirit in the pul- 
pit, or out of it, the more ſerviceable will 
| his Inſpiration be to others. They likewiſe 
ask you, if Inſpiration was of no uſe in the 
primitive times, to ſuch as were gathered in- 
to chriſtianity, and ſettled in the faith of 
CHRIST; becauſe, to ſuch, if what St. Paul 
ſays be true, miracles were unneceflary ? 
Tongues, ſays he, are for a ſign, not to them 
that beheve, 15 to them that believe not : Vet, 
we read of divers ſpiritual gifts in the church 
in order to build up, and confirm it in the 
true Faith, tho? bee well gathered there- 
into, Inſpiration being neceſſary to main- 
tain, as well as to gather the church, to 
water as will as to plant it. To this end, 
many among them were remarkably inſpir- 
ed with the Holy Spirit ; to one was given the 
Nord of wiſdom, to another the word of know- : 
0 ledge, by the ſame Spirit; to one the word of 
| reaching, to another the word of exhortation, 
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for what end? for the per fectng of the Saints, 
for the work of the miniſtry, for the edifying 
of the body of CyrisT. Hence tis evident, 
that Inſpiration was of ſome uſe in the church, 
| tho? not attended with miracles; nor do we 
find that every inſpired perſon wrought mi- 
racles: The contrary: ſeems to appear 1 
: 8 b. 


KX .4—. St. Paul tells us, that CHRIST, by his 
Wh ſpiritual gifts, made ſome Apoſtles, ſome pro- 
\ | 5 Phets, ſome evangeliſts, paſtors and teachers; 
8 3 


1 
at 757% TR". a. 


aq). 


St. Paul, Are all Apoſtles; are all prophets, 
are all teachers, are all workers of miracles # 
[2 Cat. AF a7 0 Co a PT 

Our Enthuſiaſts allow, that God gives evi- 
dence to ſuch as are inſpired, but deny mi- 
racles to be the only evidence of Inſpiration. 
There is a ſpecial and peculiar bleſſing of 
Gov, attending the labours of ſuch whom 
he qualifies, inſpires, and ſends to Po 
the goſpel. Hence the minds of men are 
ten warmed with the love of piety and holis 
neſs, and taught to. abhor ſin. Two of our 
Saviour's diſciples, on a certain occaſion, 
ſaid, Did not our hearts burn'within us, when 
he talked to us by the way, and opened unto us 

he Scriptures.” John the Baptiſt was inſpired 
to preach repentance, and commanded to 
adminiſter: water baptiſm; his miniſtry 
had much place with the people; yet we 
don't find he ever wrought miracles to ſatiſ- 

them of his miſſion. What think you? 

Are, or can, miracles wrought by one man, 
to confirm the doctrines he preaches, be any 
confirmation of another's miſſion, to preach 
the ſame doctrines? Did the miracles 
wrought by the Apoſtles, confirm every 
thing they ſaid or rene. or not? If the 
latter, what rule had ſuch as heard their 
words and doctrines, and ſaw their mira- 
cles, to know which of their doctrines their 
miracles had relation to, and which they 
had not? Or, to go a ſtep further, ſomewhat 
in the ſentiment of a modern author, How 
. knew 
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Fits ou the one hand, or the exact ability 


(46) 


ture of the doctrines propoſed, that the mira- 


cles wrought to confirm them, were God's 


miracles? I'Il venture to ſay, tho? Gop is in- 
finitely power ful, yet no task, no undertax- 


7 * hate ver. can poſſibly require (if I may 


ſpeak) the entire application of infinite 


power. The power of Deity is, doubtleſs, 


are We cannot conceive any poſſible 
ounds to it, except in caſes of contradiction 
and impoſſibility, wherein the power of De- 
ity is no more concerned, or better able to ef- 
600 any thing of that ſort, than the weakeſt 
animal on earth, or the moſt ſenſeleſs, inani- 


mate part of matter. The reaſon is evident; 
hecauſe a contradiction is only another word 
for nothing; and, tis well known, that pow- 


is only required where ſomething is to be 
Tho The application of the power of Deity, 
muſt, I think, be finite and limited, for this 
plain reaſon, becauſe all his works are neceſſa- 
rily ſo. Such as think he can do any thing with- 
out limit, may, if they pleaſe, affirm him ca- 
pable to create a being, and endue it with 
powers and attributes equal to himſelf; in 
ſhort, that he can(tho' it be a contradiction in 


terms) make Gods, and fo take away the ne- 


ceſſity of his own exiſtence, or the neceſſary 
dependance of all creatures upon him, Was 
the world then, or is it now perfectly ac- 
quainted, with either the power of evil ſpi- 


ne. 


(47) wm 
neceſſary to work a miracle on the other; if 
neither can be certainly known, what rule, 

(without the certainty of Inſpiration) have we. 
to judge, whither a miracle comes from Gov, 
but by firſt confidering the doctrines propoſed 

co us, by ſuch as work miracles? In which 
| caſe, as the fame writer, ſaith, doctrines are 
not judged of by miracles, but miracles by. 
doctrines; which deſtroys, or very much wea- 
kens the popular argument of miracles, in be- 
half of the chriſtian revelation : I do not as 
firm all this to be true; but, as it looks diffi- 
cult, ſhould be glad of your opinion about 
B „ 
As Gop is all- powerful and wiſe, fo I que- 
ſtion not but he has reſerved to himſelf à 
power of making his mind known to his 
creatures, in ſuch an extraordinary manner, 
as no being, whom he has made, can poſſi- 
| bly zmitate; nor, do I think, that miracles 
| alone, without the concurrence of the Spirit, 
would be ſufficient to convince mankind 


h rightly. And tho in condeſcention to tlie 
pa | weakneſs and frailty of men, he hath been 
n ſometimes pleaſed to work miracles, yet we 
-” WR have in Scripture many inftances of Gop's 
Y bſpeaking to men without the leaſt account of 
Ss miracles in the caſe; and why he ſhould not 
= impreſs the mind by inſtruments, or without 
chem, with as much clearneſs and certainty, 
„ or leave it as little room to doubt that it 18 
"a 


him who ſpeaks, as it has to doubt Cn 
er 9955 a ſelf- 


+; / | 
elf. evident propoſition, ; the hole. 7s greater 
than à part, I never yet could learn, nor do 
I think Mr. Locke, notwithſtanding his fond- 
neſs for miracles, and mean opinion of ſuper- 
natural impulſes without them, has ever given 
u ſolid reaſon to the contrary. But, as 1 
make no doubt that you are more able to enter 
into this knotty point, than him or any other 
perſon, I hope to ſee your grey hairs adorn'd,and 
the world bleſs'd with ſo uſeful an undertak- 
ing. To return; theſe Enthuſiaſts tell you, 
that the preaching and teaching of the Apo- 
ſtles, was not performed in a dull, heavy, 
powerleſs, and ineffectual manner; or their 
words like thoſe of common and uninſpired 
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It perſons, ſuch as the Scribes and. Phariſees of 
. old, and moſt of our teachers now; but, like 
1 end Maſter, they ſpake with pow- 


ff er and authority, and a certain energy, hard 
1 to be reſiſted. St. Stephen's perſecutors could 
not reſiſt the wiſdom and Spirit by which he 
ſpake; and many, at St. Peter's preaching, 
were immediately touch'd and prick'd to the 
heart in a very remarkable manner. St. Paul 
| ſpoke in demonſtration of the Spirit and power; 
In. oppoſition to the craft and formality of 
1 ſuch as then ſpoiled the people, througb pbi- 
|  boſophy and vain, deceit, This kind of preach- | 
ing, did more or leſs abound in the churches, 
after they were gathered into the true faith ; 
they had not only the word of conſolation to 
fuch as were abject 1 in mind, or caſt down under 
temp- 
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| | ſelves. May ſuch 


re within, and N Without, 
but as in that time as well as this, there were, 
doubtleſs, in the church ſome Backſliders, who 


Y were too luke- warm, or indifferent in religiof 


S ſo they had likewiſe the word of reproof : 
| And as an apoſtate, or one that deviates from 
| chriſtianity in principle or practice, the latter 
eſpecially, is much worſe than an unbaptized 
Heathen, or unconverted perſon ; ſo tis reaſon- 
able to conclude; that in the i 
this word, ſuch backſliders ſhould, above 
others, be pricked to the heart, and ſtand 
condemned in themſelyes; and this, more ef- 
pecially; as the word of reproof might pe 
Joined to the word of wiſdom, whereby the 
; Nate of ſuch apoſtates might be exactly hit, 
| or the ſecrets of their hearts revealed in an ex- 
traordinary manner; and all this without out- 
ward miracle. dry 85 BY 
I ay again, Inſpiration is not only neceſſary 
to plant men in the chriſtian religion, but to 
water them likewiſe, by the miniſtry of the 
word without, or by the Holy Spirit within, 
in order that ſuch as are planted, may grow 
and flouriſh, and bring forth fruit, to the praiſe 
of him that has planted and called them to 


- 


| holineſs. This kind of preaching, they fay, 


is much wanting at this time. And becauſe our 


nodern teachers cannot bring theit preſent 


way of preaching to Go p's word, they are 
for debafing and bringing that down to them- 
attempts be always un 
H ſuc- 


% 


"and 
ſucceſsful. We have, notwithſtanding the 
too general corruption now prevailing, 

ſome few that preach as they ought, from 
a proper concern of mind, under the direc- 
tion and aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, This 
kiad of preaching, (they ſay) not only con- 
firms the obedient and faithful, but often 
makes the ſinner tremble, repent and amend 
His doings. Did the clergy abound herein, 
much better fruits would probably be 
1 brought forth by their reſpective flocks than 
| generally are. The deſpis'd Methodiſts in- 
| tend, with the aſſiſtance of the divine bleſ- 
| ling, to revive this good old way of preach- 
| ing the goſpel; they hope Mr. W. and a 
3 few more of the like tamp, have begun this 
good Work in the church, of preaching more 
from the Spirit than the letter, in whom the 
= power and energy of the Spirit has greatly | 
abounded, (tho* without miracles) not only ' 
to the help and converſion of many, who 
were luke-warm, or wicked before, but to 
the great joy and edification of the moſt pi- 
ous and well-minded, who were ' almoſt _ 
ſtarved to death, under the barren and fruit- 
1 | leſs miniſtry of ſuch as decry the Spirit's pre- 
; ſence, and teaching, and feed their flocks, 
not with the pure doctrines of the goſpel, 
> bur a fatal mixture made up of Deiſm and hi- 
| ſtorical faith. They ſay, that the good fruits, 
| flowing from the labours of the leading Me- 
thodiſts,, are good evidences of their being 
inſpired, both with Word and Power, to 
„%% bes: ares... 


oſpel; for, in neither of theſe 


Service. Ba- 


ſter, that ſo the various and frequently ehang- 
ing conditions of thoſe to whom they miniſter, 
may be my provided for. The different gifts 
we read of in the church, ſuppoſes a great 
difference of ſtates in it; to provide for 
which, and knit chriſtians together, in tb 
bond of love, and fellowſhip of the goſpel, theſe 
various gifts were intended; but to be ex- 
erci ſed only according to the wants of the 
people, as Gop might direct, who only is 
able to tell what is ſuitable on theſe occatt- 
ons, to divide the word aright,” and give bis 
People their meat in due ſegſan. 
A A diſcourſe; tho” ever ſo ſound in itfelf, or 
well framed, yet if it be only the fruit ef 
human skill and fudy,” without Infpiration, 
will probably do but ſmall ſervice; though 
ood in keel, it may not be that good moſt 
framei required; it may be unſuitable 
to the ſtates of the audience, and ſo no good 
to them at ſuch a time. Tho variety of 
meats and drinks, are all good in themſelves; 
yet different conditions, ages, and circum- 
I” H 2 ftans 
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tions of Scripture, or by aids more immedi- 


(52) 


ſtanees often require a very different uſe and 


application of them. A good phyſician 
varies his medicines, or treats his patient 
accor ng as he finds the eee alter 
And ſhall we ſuppoſe, that an a/l-wiſe and 


gracious Gor, who. ſeeks man's 3 - 


will take leſs care of the ſoul (than phyſici- 
ans do of the body) in the grand affair of 
eternal Salvation? that he can be ſo unmind- 
ful of his creatures, as not to giye the 
their meat in due ſeaſon, by the ſupply 


Ae and moſt immediate 1 
1 E 


Fhe Apoſtle directs, that ſuch as {pes 
ſhould do it as the oracles of Gop, that is 
according. to the ſtates of the people, and 
with the energy mentioned abaye, that ſo 
the ſecrets of mens hearts, being made ma: 
niteſt, or ſtates ſpoken to, they may giy 
Gap: the glory, and confeſs he is of. a trutt 
with 10 mini/ters, who dare not fur without 
As the church has not only many ſtates in 
it, but chriſtians are frequently changing, 'tis 
evident, they have their particular wants, or 
need one thing more than another; he 
then that provides ſuitably for them, muſt 
firſt know their wants; and he that knows 
their wants, muſt alſo know their 3 


which none but Gop can do: He there 
fore that miniſters aright, muſt do it of the 


ability that God gives, whether in mention- 
ing, expounding, or applying particular por- 


ale, 


} 


* 


(483) 


ate, otherwiſe. be'll 5 to very little pur⸗ 
poſe. All this I leave, and go on to page 
95 of your ſermons; where you ſay, What 
proof have they of their being inſpired? 
by, they. hays, a ſtrong perfwafion of 
„it; but, 1 ſay, There is a ſtrong en 
as wWell as a ſtrong fes ſwaſion, and the late, 
* ter is molt ceftainly the former, if theys 
ebe no evidence to prove it otherwiſe. Ang 
they 455 ſure of it, they ſeg it, they feel 
« it ; and do we want evidence to convince 
e us, that the ſun ſhines. at nogn-day, or 
that we feel any entare'd inpreſſjans made 
upon our bodies? I anſwer, this is argue 
ing from DE TRADE which was = 
ver yet allowed. to argying. 
they then ſee the light of the Spirit within, 
them, in as ſtrict, Proper, and literal ſenſe, 
7 18866. 160 e highs, of the fan, or feel his, 
© pulſes jut in che ſame. manner. as, by 
natural ne HR we. feel pleaſure. or pain, 
—_—_ impreſſions made on our bodies, 
* If they reply they do, tis perfect phrenſy; 
© all the world knows it to be falſe and thoſe 
« who talk.at this rate, are not fit to be talk 
Leech With at all; If they, fay they do got, 
we are come bac B51 the ae Lechs 2 
** aforeſaid.” % 
I have tranſcribed hp at ok not he⸗ 
Ky think tis in the Purpoſe, 
hut to give you an „ comparing 
it e YOu Sp n res the printer has, 
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wrong'd you. If he has not, you i üünt ſure, 
have greatly abuſed your own Judgment; though 
1 A 


lardly poflible ſo great a Caſuiſt in divi- 
„ ſhould be fo miſerably dull and ſtupid; 


bee the diſpute between vou and theſe | 


gentlemen, is no ways affected by your Query, 


of ſeeing” the light of the Spirit” nk OG 


his impulſes in the fame manner as, by natural 

f nation, we feel pleaſure or pain, &c. Tis 
o matter, whether impreſſions of the Spirit 

are felt in the ſame manner as outward 1 im- 


prefions are felt on human bodies. All they 
fay, is „that there are Inward impreſſions as 


well * outward ones; that the former are as 


Well known to be inward impreſſions, or im- 


pfeſſitis f the Spirit, as outward impreffions 
are known to be outward. The manner of 
the thing,” as it adds nothing to the certainty 
of it, ſo it is quite beſide the argument: 
Nor des this bring us back to the mere ſtrong 
perſwraſion aforeſaid; there is, with your leave, 
a medium betwixt ſecing the light of the Spi- 
rit, or feeling his impulſes juſt in the ſame 
manner as, by natural ſenſation, we feel plea- 

ſure or pain, and having no mote than a 
mere fancy or conceit chat we do feel the 
impreſſions of the Spitit. But here is the 
pinch ; tho theſe . may be in them 
ſelves ever ſo ſure and certain, tis no eaſy 


task to make them manifeſt by words, to ſuch | 
as diſpute their truth and reality, were there 
| no 2 . reaſon, © The abſolute incapacity of 


Man, 


' (56) 


* in his gl ſtate, to . tightly 
the nature of theſe impulſes, makes it neceſ- 
ſary to ſpeak and argue metaphorically about 
them: Nor can I ſee how a. diſpute; of this 
kind can be well managed, without arguing 
more or leſs. from metaphors. - The inſpired 
pen- men, both of the Old and New. Teſta: 
ment, abound with this ſort of language. 
For, as religion is ſituate in the mind, and 
the work of the Holy Ghoſt; within, in- 
viſible. to mortal eyes, twas expedientf that 
ſuch as ſpake of theſe things to mankind, 
ſhould do it under the terms and characters 
belonging to earthly things, and generally ſuch 
as were, in common eſteem, the moſt ami- 
cable and lovely, not having more ſuitable 
words whereby to exhibit them in order. to 
beget ſuch an inquiry in peoples minds about 
the reality and benefit of true religion, as 
might happily terminate in the real experience 
and enjoyment. of it. I. fancy, when you, 
or any body elſe, ſhall ſtrip religion of all 
its metaphorical terms, you will be puzzled to 
ſpeak. clearly and intelligibly about it, unleſs 
you deviſe a new religion, or new terms in the 
room of the old ones. Many things may be 
certainly known, yet in different ways; I 
may be exceeding ſenſible - of that which 1 
r explain, ſo as to make you ſenſible of 
it. To talk of ſeeing the light of the Spirit 
: within juſt as we ſee the fun s light, is loch 
want, that, (Apt as e are, I do . 
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find they ever maintained it. Light, when 


apply d to the Spirit of God within, is mani⸗ 


Ry a- metaphor, borrowed from the ſun's 


light without, and ferves to derivte,” not only 


the obviouſtiels; bat (in general) the agreea- 


Pleneſs of n illuminatious to the mind 


of man. There are bodily ſenſations, Which, 


tho' altogether certain in themſelves, do not 


admit of proof, to ſuch as never had them. 
Things of this natare, are, when brought into 
appealing to ſuch o- 
ther perſons as have the like Potato, A blind 


man, one that is born fo, might as well equire N 


demonſtration of the idea of colours, or a 
deaf man of ſounds, and call all ptetences to 
ſuch ſenfations whithſy and impoſture, only 
becauſe Himſelf is without them. I ſay, he 


might do thus with as much truth and ju- 
ſtice, and tequire a ſign af ſuch as ſee and hear, 
pretend to ſee and hear 


of refolve all they 
into impoſture and whimifies, or a mere 
—— pet ſwaſion: He might do this with 
teafon, as @ carnal unregenerate man 
ry. deny or cotidemin theſe impulſes of the 


Spitit, or thoſe that afſert them, only becauſe 


he does not experience them himſelf ; for, 


in this reſpect, all men are born blind, and 


ſo remain till Gor himfelf opens their eyes, 


or enlightens their minds with his Holy 
Spitit, to perceive and underſtand the ſub- 
traths of religion, which,” as they tell 


and 


. 


? 


1 


"bv. 


8 and learned, as from the unlearned and ig- 
norant. The firſt ſtate, with all its know- 
ledge and fubtilty, is quite ſhut out and ex- 


claded here. The world, by wiſdom, know 


not Gop'now, more than i it did formerly ; nor 
is the carnal man able to perceive the things 
of the Spirit, or underſtand its impulſes; they 
are fooliſhneſs or perfect phrenſy to him, and 


he thinks he knows them to be ſo: But, alas! 


tis his 1 — at beſt, that makes him de- 
claim at random, againſt this doctrine. Theſe 


things are taught only to the humble in the - 


ſchool of CHRRISNTH, where all things are ſpi- 
ritually diſcerned. The reaſon why the na- 


tural man is ignorant of the things of God, 


is, becauſe, to be underſtood, they require a 


TON diſcernment, which, becauſe he is a natural 
man, he is neceflarily void of. They are ſpi- 
ritually diſcerned, for the Spirit ſearches all 


things, yea, the deep things of Goo. 
+ Since you ſay that arguing from metaphor, 
was never. yet allowed to be good arguing, 


1 hope you'll pleaſe to ſhew me a religious 


diſpute, really ſuch, well managed without 
metaphor. - 1 believe, when you come to con- 


mind, and pull in your man of ftraw, a cxea- 


ider the point over again, you'll be of = 
* rare that exiſts no where but in your 


imagination; a place which ſome take to 
be replete with conceit and phrenſy, and a 
multitude of ideal monſters, Halde better than 


aner abound in the 8 manſion houſe at | 
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Moorfields. As to the terms, ſeeing, feeling, 
and hearing, I am ſurprized and aſhamed to 
find you cavil ſo meanly about them as you 
do. There is not only ſomething of the 
like kind to be found in Scripture, or fairly 

thence deducible, but they are in themſelves, 
the moſt eaſy and apt metaphors any man 


can uſe; and ſerve to denote, not only the cer- 


tainty, but variety of ſupernatural influences: 
Such reaſoning in a Methodiſt, would be ac- 


counted flark naught and ridiculous,. what 


ſanction ſoever your great name may give it 


in your own opinion. I am perſwaded, if 
you talk at this rate, or ſuffer any ſuch thing 
to paſs under your name, people will think 
you not fit to be talked with any longer, and 
conclude you very ignorant of that antiquity 


and learning, you have ſo much recommend- 


ed and applauded, as neceſſary to underſtand 
religion, ſo as to be able to teach it to others. 
My perſwaſion of the truth and certainty of 


theſe impulſes, is not leis certain, or more 


doubtful in itſelf, only becauſe you cannot 
conceiye how it ſhould be fo. He muſt, in- 
deed, be a very ſtrange fellow, that denies and 
diſputes a thing, only becauſe he is ignorant of 
it. This is, indeed, to make the reality of o- 
ther people's experience depend on our own. 
Every man ought to guard againſt mere fan- 
cy and conceit in himſelf or in others; yet, he 
may, from experience, derive a good perſwa- 
ſion of the truth of what he finds in his own 

5 mind; 


{» 


ww” (x9) 


mind: Nor is this making the reality of things 
to depend on our perſwaſion of them; but our 
perſwaſion may be the regular and well-conſi- 
dered effect of real experience, which is the 
cauſe of this perſwaſion, or, perhaps, certainty of 
the thing; for, I do think, a good chriſtian, 
may not only be perſwaded, but, in ſome 
caſes at leaſt, know certainly, the impulſes of 
the Spirit, and diſtinguiſh them from all other 
things. I hope it will not be deny'd, that 
. Gov, on his part, can qualify. him ſo to 
* diſtinguiſh between one thing and another. 
I think alſo, conſidering the great liberty al- 


lowed to Sutan to deceive man, that man's 


ſafety and happineſs require he ſhould 


have ſuch a power ; otherwiſe, how ſhould 


he know the ſhepherd's voice, from the voice 
of the franger? the ſpeech of Gop from the 
r of Satan? If you ſay this may be 


known from the nature of the thing required, 
or ſuggeſted in the mind as a duty; I anſwer, 


tho this may ſometimes guide us, yet "twill 


not reach every caſe, or teach us to diſtinguiſh 


on all occaſions, What uſe could this rule be 
of to Abrabam, in forſaking his own country 
at Gop's command, or to St. Paul, in ſhift- 
ing his journey at the command of the Spirit; 
we read of no miracle in either caſe: Nor- 
may this be ſo good a rule, even in ſome more 


common caſes, as you may imagine. The 


wiſeſt of men, and much more the moſt ſim- | 


ple, are often deceived by ſpecious appearan- 
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ces, and imagine that to be beſt which i is re- 
ally worſt. And ſeeing you have allowed the 


devil ſo much power over the mind of man, 


is it not reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that this grand 


deceiver and rebel, intending to harm us, or 


' mankind thro' us, as inſtruments, could take 
a likelier method to effect his -purpoſe, than 
for a good while, to imitate the . impreſſions 


of the Spirit, and require nothing but what 


is good, until his credit be well eſtabliſhed in 
the mind, and then begin to play another 
game, and, by degrees, lead men to believe, 


and commit almoſt any thing? For, as _ 
ſay, when once he bas got the ſcene of fancy 


imagination open to himfelf, tis eaſy to „ think 


what dreadful havock will be made. 


If therefore, the devil has this acceſs to our 
minds, can make ſuch terrible work with the 
imagination, can transform himſelf into an 
angel of light to deceive and miſlead us, who 


but Gop can fruſtrate his purpoſe, by appear- 
ing in the ſoul, in ſuch a ſelfl evident, clear, 


and convincing manner, as all the devils in 
hell are not able to imitate? For, if he cannot 


do thus, what certainty or benefit is * in 
ſuper-natural impreſſions? 


I would not be to poſitive in this nice 
caſe; yet, I believe, the experience of many 
will ben me out in what I am going to ſay . 
_ viz, that inward impreſſions, are as certain 
and indiſputable in themſelves, as outward 
ones are. Nor, can a man be more ſure 
l Who 


"who ares him ben he not-only fecls the 


blow, but ſees who gives it, than the ſpiritu- 


al man can be ſometimes certain that tis Gon, 
and not another, who ſpeaks to him, or ope- 


rates on his mind. If a chriſtian, really ſuch, 


has not this power, if he cannot, in the firſt 
riſe, diſtinguiſh between the ſpirit of truth and 

the ſpirit of error; as Satan lies in wait to de- 

ceive, ſo he may be very groſly miſled by his 


cunning and craftineſs. Tho Gop be able to 
thunder his voice in the ſinner's ear, in a con- 
vincing manner, yet the power to diſtinguiſh 


between the good and evil Spirit in ourſelves 
ö is, I confeſs, more particularly the privelege of 


CHrisT's ſheep, whom, in all caſes, he 


. teaches to diſtinguiſh his own voice from the 
voice of the. ſtranger, or any the moſt ſub- 
tle appearances of Satan, in themſelves. - +» 
I Vould not have you contemn theſe im- 
preſſions, or the certainty of them; becauſe 


you may not feel, or perceive them in your 
ſelf; tho', till you do, all the rhetorick in the 
world, will not be ſufficient to convince you 


aright of their truth, value and certainty, any 


mote than twill give an idea of pain to him 


that never felt any: when he feels it, all argu- 
ments are needleſs; an appeal to his own ex- 
perience is ſufficient. Wherefore, if this paſ- 
ſage be genuine, you have quite miſtaken the 
matter, in endeavouring to reduce their notions 
of the Spirit to ſomething ab/urd and ridicu- 
aus, when the abſurdity is in yourſelf : And, 
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1 idol not, n to — own way N 
arguing, the groundleſs perſwaſion you charge 
on them, is a rock on which your doctrine of 
a common Inſpiration, not to be diſtinguiſhed 
from the operations of our own minds, will 
Inevitably ſplit in the end, as I ſhall have occa-" 
ſion to ſhew hereafter. I can tell you, were 
it not for the ſolemn obligations CHRIST laid 
himſelf under to ratify every thing his mini- 
ſters ſay or do, I ſhould be tempted. to turn 
Enthuſiaſt, and believe the arguments I have 
uſed againſt you, in 8 name of the Me- 

: thodiſts. * 

I come next to page has where you ay, 
* That there is ſuch a thing as the operation 
* and influence of the Holy Spirit in our 
ce fouls; for what elſe is God's grace? with- 
* out which we can do no good thing, tho 
e we cannot diſtinguiſh it from the opera- 
s tions of our own minds, is not only grant- 
© ed, but inſiſted on, by all ſincere and judi- 
* cious chriſtians. But what reaſon, ' what 
** Scripture is there for this inward being feel 
ing, and hearing? 

Why, Sir, permit me to talk like an En- 
thuſiaſt, and III tell you, there is as much 
reaſon and good Scripture for this inward 
ſeeing, feeling, and hearing, as there is for 
the operation and influence of the Holy Spirit 
on our ſouls; which you ſay is inſiſted on 
by all judicious chriſtians. Here is a thing 
Which I fear you did not perceive the ill 
ten- 


* 


- * 


— 


miracles, becauſe you never work any; nor 
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tendency of. You have taken a great deal of 
pains to ſhew the invalidity of their pretences 
to Inſpirarion; I don't find they will ever 


work miracles to ſupport them; they have 


long been called on for ſuch Apoſtolical proofs 
of their miſſion to no purpoſe : Independent 
of this, you ſay, they have no better proofs 


| of their being inſpir d. than a mere perſwa- 


ſion, which you take to be a mere concert or 


delufion. I have ſhewn before, on their be- 


half, that the Inſpiration they maintain, may 
have other evidences. beſides miracles. They 


ſay, that as men are depending, humble, and 


patient, Gop fails not to afford them, by his 
Spirit, ſuch. portions of wiſdom and power 


as they ſtand in need of; and this they 


call Inſpiration, without much troubling 
themſelves with the uſeleſs diſtinctions of 
ordinary and extraordinary Inſpiration. 

Ordinary Inſpiration, or the influence of 
Gop's Grace on our ſouls, you not only pro- 
feſs to believe, but ſay, tis inſiſted on by your 
judicious chriſtians ; but why, Sir, is it in- 
ſiſted on by your judicious chriſtians (i. e. found 
church-men?) What better authorities can 
they urge for this common Inſpiration, than 
our modern Enthuſtiaſts have for their ex- 


traordinary pretences? It cannot be Scripture, 


becauſe that ſupports both alike, without ever 
telling you, that, in proceſs of time, the one 
would ceaſe, and the other not; it cannot be 


—— 
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teaſon, becauſe you cannot atk e e 
ſay, all judicious chriſtians believe, appear a 
whit more reaſonable to ſuch as deny your 
doctrine of ordinary Inſpiration, than are the 
extraordinary pretences of theſe maggot-mongers ' 

fo you. Nay, you are further from reaſon _ 
than they are; as they hold the operations of 

the Spirit, ſo they very conſiſtently allow them * 
diſcernable from the operations of their own _ 
minds. But you lay claim to an extraordi- 
nary peace and privilege, to the peace of GOD | 
that paſſes all underſtanding ; but abſurdly de- - 
ny it to be diſcernable from the operations of 

our minds, except in its effects. But what 

viſible effects, I pray, does your ordinary In- 
ſpiration produce, to juſtify it in the fight of 
unbelievers, who ſet as little ſtore by your doc- 

trine of ordinary Inſpiration, as you can do 


4 du their extraordinary pretences? What fruits . 
of meekneſs, temperance, patience, and mo- ; 
7 rality, do yow bring forth, which are not as - 


72 * conſpicuous to unbelievers in the lives of our 


5 regular and well-behaved Deiſts? You'll fay, 
| | a chriſtian that jis led by the grace of GOD, 
| has ſomething in his temper and manners, 
4 | | more charming, fweet, and amiable, than 
$7 what reaſon alone is able to produce in ſuch 
—_ as adhere the moſt ſcrupulouſly to her dictates. 


F-grant it, but to whom is this manifeſt, or , ff 
z __ chiefly obvious? not to ſuch as deny the rea- 
lity of theſe influences, but to ſach, as by 
1 know the benefit of chem. "hos 
ae - ©, 


2 - 
_ 
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bleſſed operations of Gop's 
are ſtrangers to the advantages of the chriſtian 
frame and temper, ſo they generally aſcribe 
the effects of - ſpiritual operations to wrong 


e 


thoſe who deny, and do not experience the 


grace in themſelves, 


cauſes, to by ends, to art, or to oſtentation: Nor 


will they ever be brought to think otherwiſe 


any further than Gop is pleaſed to moye on 


their minds by his grace, to convince ak 


convert them. 
In like manner, ſuch as depend on extra- 


ordinary influences, who carry their notions . 


of Inſpiration further than you do, ſpeak 


much, not only of ſupernatural influences, and 


the ell difference between them and the ope- 


rations of their own minds, but likewiſe of 
the bleſſed fruits and effects of this Inſpiration 


in the lives of the faithful; which, tho' hid 


from you as much as the effects of your or- 
dinary Inſpiration is hid from unbelievers, is, 
nevertheleſs, diſcernable amongſt themſelves. 


Nay, they cannot help thinking tis more diſ- 
cernable to the world, 


ſpiration chriſtians. - You'll fay, there is no- 
thing more amiable and engaging in their lives 
and manners, who hold extraordinary Inſpi- 
ration, than is to be met with in men of 


your own ſentiments; who admit only of com- 


mon influences. ' Upbelicvers of the beſt ſort, 
. as are en and regular, ſay as much of 
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n are the effects of the 
Spirit, found in the lives of your ordinary In- 


es 


n 
= 
"-." 
1 
4 wa 
"5," opt þ 
A 
N — ID 


* 
832 5 
. — 
8 S 1 


ö 


| 
$ 
LY 
f 
* 


Tom od 


Fi 
[1 
[ 
1 
My 
i 
v3 f 
ww 
[1 
3 
ki 
's 
4 
C3 
1 
4 
q 
1 
0 
N 
10 
1 5 
N 
9 
by 
* 
a; 
L 
14 
*; 
1. 
9 ita 
»j 
11 
4 N p 


— "et 
> el þ 
3 


PII 
Foo 57 


ere ore oe © 
- PS y F< . 


4 * 
* —— 3 *% 
839383 HG 2 9 — — * 
= < 3 . l — In 8 — N 2 n 
_ po oy | — 4 a” * 
* — - 3 — Pod 13> 2 eee err 
wal "= 7 


— 5 


3 
= - — 22 
— . N — 
= = I. 2 — 
— . ͤ Te ore 
— 2d 
* 


— 3 
4 — Ys 


—— ä — 
* —— = add 
LEAD en ERP ICI ²˙— ITS: 


(66) 


vou; and by full as good arguments, bring 
| — on a level with themſelves, being no more 
able to diſcover any thing in you above 


themſelves, than you are, in our modern 


Enthuſiaſts, above yourſelf. As, therefore, 


L doubt not but you would reckon a deiſt, 
converted to the belief and experience of 


| your common I nſpiration, and its effects, a 


much better judge of the diſpute, or more 
able to determine the difference between you 

and deiſts, than deiſts themſelves are: For 
this plain reaſon, an unconverted deiſt knows 
but one fide. of the queſtion, but a con- 
verted one knows 2 So alſo are you 
bound, by the fame argument, to ſubmit 


the preſent diſpute to the judgment of ſuch 


as were once men of your kidney; but now 
are got a ſtep or two higher, and maintain 
extraordinary Inſpiration. Theſe, who con- 
cerning ordinary Inſpiration, were once men 
after your owh heart, tell you, they know 


from experience, what fort of chriſtians 


your ordinary infpired men are. From ex- 
perience, they know alſo, as well, what kind 
of chriſtians they are who hold extraordina- 
ry Inſpiration, and much greater, and more 
particular influences of the * than you 

allow of amongſt the latter. They tay, they 

have ſeen more humility and meekneſs, more 
brotherly love and charity for all men. A 
zeal for religion, in appearance, ſtrong e- 


nough to brave the greateſt oppoſition, or 
encounter the moſt fiery trials, without any 


OR — 


apparent mixture of their own wills, or the 
Wrath of man to render it miſchievous or 
ineffettual: That, on the contrary, tis tem- 
pered with the greateſt meekneſs and chari- 
ty, and a ſpirit, able to paſs by injuries, and 
forgive, even its molt abdurate and har- 
dend enemies. Thus, it ſeems, the Me- 
thodiſts, abaund with the Spirit, and many 
the moſt excellent fruits of it, much more 
than your ardinary inſpiration men do: Nor 
will they allow you to be a proper judge in 


the caſe, becauſe you know but one fide of 


the queſtion; whereas they know both, and 
are therefore beſt able to judge: 
_ You fay, we cannot diſtinguiſh between 


the influences of Gop's grace, and the ope- 


rations: of our own minds. I ſuppoſe you 
can give no better reaſon for beheving that 


God's grace does ever operate on our minds, 


than you can for that other chriſtian doctrine 


on which this is evidently founded; viz. our 
own' inability to do good. I believe, the on- 


ive for believing theſe 


reaſon you can 


1 2 
ae 18, — you find them recorded 


in Scripture: For, did you find them true by 
experience, you would hardly tell us, that 
the operations of Gop's grace, are not to 
be diſtinguiſhed from thoſe of our own 


minds. This alone, is meeting unbelievers 


half way: Nor need you tarry here, but 
take another ſtep; and explain (as ſome _ 
ſons of a ſceptical caſt have done) the chri 


ſian ſenſe of ſuch Soi Scripture, as 
Ne | | 2. 
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affirm man can do nothing without: Gon, into 
the gift of of all his rational powers and fa- 
culties. And what infidel among us (an athe- 
iſt excepted) is there who will diſpute the 
truth of that doctrine, when tis thus explain- 
ed? Chriſtianity certainly holds forth to men 
extraordinary ſuper- added influences of Goos 


grace, to put mankind into a condition of 


Happineſs: And next to the abſolute denial 
and mockery of theſe influences, nothing 
can tend to make them more ridiculed and 
banter'd, than to affirm, that a chriſtian 
cannot be ſure when he has them: For this 
is no other than an indirect mockery and de- 
nial of them. I don't remember that ever 
the Apoſtles taught this doctrine. 

But let us a little further examine your 
notions hereof, and ſee how they will qua- 
drate with reaſon. You ſay, theſe operations 

are not to be diſtinguiſhed from thoſe of our 
own minds, how buſy, ſubtle, and powerful 

1Toeyer Satan may be with the mind of man; 
how far, on particular occaſions, in order to 
ſerve ſpecial purpoſes, he may diſguiſe 
himſelf by falle appearances, I cannot ſay: 

Tis probable, he may ſometimes thus work 
in a myſtery, to deceive man. I therefore 
think, as I obſerved before, that man ſhould 
be capable to diſtinguiſh aright, and detect 

him. But, notwithitanding this, I believe 
he does not in general, 3 after this man- 

ner; but ſtrives to prevail on man to 2 
tify every corrupt inclination and = ire. 

. 5 Y our 


4 | zo * 9) 4 IE 
Yout words, therefore, ſeem big with an 
abſurd and dangerous conſequence, that di- 


veſts man of his rational powers, and ſets 
him on a kind of level with brutes; at leaſt, 


it renders him incapable to act with any to- 
lerable certainty in religioů n. 
If I cannot immediately diſcover ſupefna- 
tural impreſſions in myſelf, from the ope- 
rations of my on mind, to what end have 


. » 


I theſe impreſſions, or of what uſe can they 
be, if I cannot diſtinguiſh them? How 
| ſhould I prefer the one to the other, ? If 
reply, by their practical Influence; I anſwer, 


either this is diſcoverable immediately, or 
it is not: If you ſay it is, then you give 
up the point, and own they may be diffin- 
guiſned: If you ſay it is not, but known on- 


Iy by ractice, I anſwer, we are then but 


little the better for it, and may be in ex- 
treme danger before we are aware; and, as 
to any freſh, or future influences of the Spi- 
rit at as much loſs as ever, to diſtinguiſh; 
and under juſt the ſame dilemma as before, 


what to do, or what to leave undone: For, 
on this principle, he that hits the mark, 


does it only by chance and conjecture. Vou 
ſay, alſo, that without Gop's grace, we 


can do no good thing. If you likewiſe al- 


low (and I think it may as well be allowed) 
that we can no more think a good thought, 


than do a good action merely of ourſelves, 
the direct conſequence, on this principle, 


will be, that we know _— from evil: 


For 
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ones from our ſelves, or Satan, it follows, 
chat ſo far as we can judge of the good or 


evil of our thoughts, ſo far we can diſtin- 
uiſh, Sc. If you go a ftep farther, and 
| 32 that without the Spirit, I can no more 
© know a jgood thought from an evil one, 
than be able to think what is good; 1 


anſwer, that then ſupernatural influences are 


no further ſerviceable, than as they ſhew-me 
what is, and what is not good: And ſo far 


as they do this, they enable me to diſtin- 
guiſh them from the operations of my own 
mind; nothing good ariſing from thence. But, 
Lask you; does not a man, ſome way or o- 
ther, know certainly, when he is merciful, 


meek, and humble, as well as whence ſuch diſ- 


itions come? Is he not alſo equally certain 


when'he 18 . and proud and who 


it is that mightily beſtirs himſelf to ſpread 
and propagate ſuch diſpoſitions amongſt us? 
If he knows all this, at what loſs or uncer- 


tainty can he be to diſtinguiſh the operations 
of God's grace, from thoſe of his own 


mind ? | 


If, as an Enchuſiaſt, I have ſtrained your 
words to a ſenſe they will not bear, I hear- 


For if all good things in us, take theit riſe 
immediately from the Spirit, and all bad 


) 


tily beg your pardon. I'm ſure, I ſhall be 


exceeding glad to ſee the conſequences I 


bave fix d on them, fairly removed. As you 


lay, we cannot diſtinguiſh theſe influences 


from our own operations, *tis like, you alſo 
„„ | think 


+ 
' ** 


0 


( 


( 


think, we cannot tell when we have them; 
nor to what end in particular. He that per- 
ceives the operation of God's grace on his 


_ own mind, muſt, I conceive, be able to di- 
ſtinguiſh it from the operations of his own 


mind, elſe he does not perceive it to be 
God's grace; but air himſelf operat- 
ed on by ſomething, he knows not what : 
Becauſe, if in the operation, by any means 
whatever, he knows it to be God's grace, 
be muſt likewife know the operations of his 


own mind, not to be God's grace; and ſo 


may diſtinguiſh them. . 
As the mind of man, and the Spirit of 
© Gov, are, in nature, quite different, their 
operations are likewiſe different : But this 
= ſeem to deny, in affirming, they cannot 
diſtinguiſhed.. Our church confeſſes, that 
all holy Defres come from God : I ſuppoſe 
you'll grant, that all unholy ones take 1 


- 


* 


I 


riſe elſewhere, from a quite different ſource. 


From which, I argue thus; either we know 
an holy deſire from an unholy one, or we 
do not: If the former, then we can diſt in- 
guiſn, c. If the latter, we have no rule left 
to prefer an holy deſire, to an unholy one; 
but are liable to miſtake in a matter of the 
utmoſt conſequence, on which our ſal vation 
depends. ON „ 
If, on a further thought, you ſhould 


allow theſe operations to be diſtinguiſhed, 


&c. I hope you will, at leaſt, allow a chri- 


K 


ſtian to know when he has them; ar elſe, 


5 Ys. 
d —= > < - 2 
2 — 2 — * 
— 22 2 - => " 8 


* HAS 4 4 -_- Ga — ed 1 SET; act DIS x3." 
— by, þ . r 2 © +52 1 nn De = _ 2 2 N » do ' * %.. $a '® by ae a * * 
2 — 1 * 2 — = 2 — 8 5 0 — : IT” 5 2 N f r 45 5 Fa 
16 = 22 — =_ F N $2 {25% 2.2 5 — — — "aA = ona A LES . 3 3 - — x - 
4 ” 7 5 on >; Hh I "> Oy . . * — 32 r r= 4 = th 10 = 4 _ * i * Wes a” 3 * — — — — 
e 1 0 2 "ag ad 54 Wy” >. ha 7 r * FD N 28 * — — 2 2 2 Pay 2 — > - n 
2 * — EAN TS ET IH 0” 3 * * „ = > Mt 5 1 j + wx =" * Boron? * * L K 
4 1 5 EE. ; 


— = x l | — b : — — 
2222 oo aaa. I - 
= n 2 r £320" Ty 


e eee 


8 


3 n 
. , > 0 2 r — — Wy my | n N 4 K 
nl \ War s \ - \ Y > ty 3%; A...” rs Ro 0 e 1 2 Fs \ 10 4 14 
5 3 „ gt VE fn Bf ir fs LD es *Þ 4 . 2 Fo Wes Che = 9 TEAS TY oh AO PESO YE 4 * — '* * 
8 3 S — 1 PD 7 > 2 — . "a 3 > 3 4 < PAY 1 er 1 
S Song EN 4. SEN RES - 5 8 8 35 5 — inde Ea . 
* * » h | A Py a> _— 
: — OS * Mgt en 2 A 
. * WEE; - * 2 4, > „ < 9 — 
=” — * — a 
. 


nl 
Ur, 


= OT 
in your next account of the matter, deny 
there is any ſuch thing: If you don't, I ex- 
ore your brother Bates will in little time. 
think he has already done it in ſubſtance, 
in a late piece of his, under the title of 
 Methodiſm Diſplay d. I muſt o-πõn myſelf 
under a temptation, to animadvert, not only 
on his doctrine of this matter, but ma- 
ny other things contained in his book, 
equally abſurd and erronious. But wanting 
leiſure, I muſt defer it to another time; and 
at preſent content myſelf with a few obſer- 
vations on his notions of the co-operation of 
the Spirit, and the pangs of the New-birth, 
two material points, in which he ſeems to 
be equally knowing and experienced. He 
roundly denies the poſſibility of diſcerning 
the influences of the Holy Ghoſt, ſo as to be 
fure they are his influences; nay, he denies _ 
that a chriſtian can tell when he feels joy in 
the Hoy Ghoſt: And, by way of ſneer on 
Mr. Fhitefield, (who ſays, *tis palſible for 
one to tell when he _ joy in the Holy Ghoſt) 
he ſays (to think be feels it, you mean.) I be- 
lieve, that himſelf never felt what he here 
decries, and endeayours to leſſen the value of. 
We read of ſome in antient times, who, af- © 
ter 'Baptiſm, were lo extremely ignorant 1 
and void of religion; ſo far from the know- JF a 
ledge of the Holy Ghoſt, as not to know ) ff 
there was any ſuch thing; between whom: 
and this divine, there ſeems to be no ſmall. 
parity: Becauſe,” not to hear of the Holy “. 
xt bk "OM. - 2 
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Ghoſt, and hearing of him to no purpoſe, 
are much the ſame: If there be any difference, 11420 
we know readily where to place it. His call- TRE 
ing the certainty of this joy in queſtion is, 11 

to me, a plain indication that he never felt 
it, is quite ignorant of the kernel of religion; 

a divine, not in nature, but in name only, 

having a form of religion, but deny ing the 
inward power of godlineſs, and conſequently 

more like to ſtarve than feed the flock, over 
i which, I fear, ( notwithſtanding the general 
validity of ' ordination) the Holy Ghoſt never 
mader him overſeer: That any chriſtian 
ſhould- talk as he does, in order to render 
that contemptible, which is exceeding preci- 
dous, is, indeed, matter of ſorrow: But, for 

a clergyman to do fo, is, really ſhocking, 

; * Nay, if he may be rely'd on, fo great a man 
as my Lord of London, has likewiſe deny'd d 
the poſſibility of our being certain When 
we are aſſiſted, Cc. If fo, 1 am ſorry for his 
Lordſhip ; but more forry for the church, I 
with him, fincerely, a better way of think 
ing; becauſe, ſuch. principles, found in our 
diocefians, is certainly an ill omen to the 

church; and ſeems to threaten it with a migh- 

ty torrent of deiſm and unbelief; and is not 

only matter of concern and ſorrow, but aſto- 
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niſhment and wonder. n 

I think, with ſubmiffion to our wiſe doc- 
tors of this caſt, there is, hamanly ſpeaking, 
at {eaſt in — ſome ſmall differenc 


"MT 
between our being able to know when we 
are aſſiſted, and preciſely how far; that the 
former, is what at leaſt we dare to ſay (tho 
my Lord of London thinks otherways ;) and 
the latter, tho' ſeemingly more intricate than 
the former, may, notwithſtanding, be more 
eaſy to the ſpiritual man, than ſuch as are 
carnal and ignorant, and puffed up with fleſhly 
21/dom, may care to admit of  *' '_ 

Whatever, in reality, are the ſentiments of 
Mr. Bates, concerning the poſſeſſion of this joy, 
we may, I think, venture, by way of argu- 
ment, to try and judge him out of his own 
mouth, as the unprofitable, ſervant was for- 
merly ; not that I intend to bind him hand 
and foot, and caſt him into outer darkneſs. _ 
I have no occaſion to attempt the former, 
he has done it himſelf; ard the latter, is what 
I neither wiſh to him, nor the worſt perſon 
alive; but deſire Gop may open his eyes, and 
inſtruct him in the ways of truth and happi- 
neſs ; and then, I doubt not, but inſtead of 
decrying others, he will diſcover the beam in 
bis own eye, and turn his wrath and contempt 
on himſelf, as the moſt filly and contemptible 
of all creatures. 2h”. EL 
Page 17. of his book, he denies the poſ- 

_ Hbility of knowing when we feel joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt. But, in page 31. he acknow- 
ledges this joy to be the privilege of true be- 
lievers now; (i. e. ſound church- men) and 


likewiſe unſpeakable, Well might one for- 


e merly 


merly ſay, he taketh the wicked in their own 
craftineſs, Theſe two accounts of the ſame 
thing agree but poorly together. I ask him, if; 
we have any, other comforts beſides thoſe of 
the Holy Gho/?, that are unſpeakable? If we 
have not, and even theſe cannot be diſtin- 
guiſhed, Sc. why ſhould they, more than 
others, be called unſpeakable ? If they are 
called fo from experience, they muſt be known 
to differ from others, and conſequently diſtin- 
guiſhable, Sc. Scripture is nothing to the 
pPurpoſe, any further than tis ours in experi- 
ence; as all our joy muſt be felt b ourſelves, 
ſo 'tis abſolute nonſenſe, to tell us the comforts 
of Gop's Spirit are not only ſuperior to every 
other comfort, but even unſpeakable; and then 
petſwade us, we cannot know them from all 
other inferior joys, when, at the ſame time, 
we have no other rule to pronounce them 
unſpeakable and ſuperior, Cc. but, as we 
Know them to differ from other joys; to 
be ſenſible of their ſuperiority and unſpeaka- 
bleneſs, is, in other words, to diſtinguiſh 'em, 
Sc. I would not, too forwardly, accuſe this wiſe 
rector, as wilfully deviating from the known 
rules of truth and reaſon in this oppoſition, . 
hoping he fell unwarily into the ſnare ; 1 
had rather attribute it to the influence of a 
* quite oppoſite to that which he oppoſes. 
ut if he did wilfully, that ſo the ignorant 
might take him for ſome body more than ordi- 
naty, he is ſomething, which for the ſake of 
25 | LS. aa 


„ 1 
good manners, ſhall. here be ho If he did - 
Hot, he was to blame for writing in © looſe | 
and careleſs a manner, 

If there is a joy of the Holy Ghoft, (as 1 
belieye there is) it muſt not only be of a diffe- 
rent kind, but neceſſarily "pow than all 

al 


other comforts ; becauſe all other comforts 


take their riſe from objects abundantly below * 


and inferior to the Hoh Ghoſt, and the con- 
templation and enjoyment of that unſpeaka- 
ble aide, which is at Gop's right-hand, 
for ſuch as love and fear him; ſo that the 
difference from, and ſuperiority of this joy to 
all others, are good marks whereby to diſtin- 
guiſh it, &c. Tis called, in Scripture, and by 
our church likewiſe, the peace. of Gor 1 
paſſes all underſtanding. Tho, accordin g to 
this author, the Apoſtles themſelves could not 
be certain, but only imagined they felt it. 
What tho the grace of God, and the mind 
of man, do ſometimes operate together; yet 
if chey operate to different ends, ſo far 
in proportion to our knowledge of 1 0 and 
evil, may we diſtinguiſh them; 
the frauds of Satan, on poſſible, N nr 
occaſions, already Bass a at. 80 "te as we 
can judge of, the origin of a thought or de- 
"fire, as ſoon as it comes into the mind, from 
its 6bvious tendency to good, or evil, ſo far 
we can diſtinguiſh, &c. Nay, were we to, 
allow Mr, Bates, that a co-operation. is no- 
ching more . our own operation, 1 = 


ed mote n Idox not 5 how TY 
"Wi clear off, For, if I am ſenſible of: my 

want of ſtrength and ability to do all I have 
to do, and receive in prayer, an immediate 


. and ſuper-added_ ſtrength and influence, a 


ſtrong deſire to God's uw and ſenſible in- 
creaſe of power and ability to perform it, 
ſure I am ſenſible of being operated on by 
Gop's grace? If finding OLI w eak, deprav- 
ed, and ready to fall into fin, I. Pray Gop to 
| aflit, and ſtrengthen me, and he graciouſly. 
affords me what I ask or need; if, after all 


this, tho I find my prayer anſwer d, and my 


ſelf changed, I pretend to be ignorant whence 
this change came, or who was the cauſe of it; 
in ſhort, that I may not be changed, but 
only imagine ſo; I muſt indeed be fooliſh. 
and unthankful to a high degree. But this is 
a conſequence of Mr. Bates's doctrine of the. 
co-operation of God's Spirit. 
I believe, Mr. Bates, along with yourſelf, 
will readily allow, that without Gop's 
we can do no good thing; I hold the lame, 
believing that all power to, do what is god 
in religion, comes immediately from Gop, 
in the influences of his, grace on our ſouls; 
tho the application or uſe of it ſo far be- 
longs to us as not to deſtroy, our, freedom, or 
make us mere machines, Thich, inſtead, of 
acting, are only acted upon. 1 N tis 
reckoned a difficult point, to preſerve both 
Our. n inabllity e 
* 


my. 


yet there muſt be room between wüde ta 
for the operations of Gop's grace. As there- 5 
fore, on the one hand, I would not ſo re- ; 
| preſent religion, or the operations of Gop's 
grace in man, as to take away man's freedom, 
and deſtroy the merit or demerit of his actions; 3 
fo, on the other, I would carefully magnify. 
the free bounty and goodneſs of God, in the 
gift of his beloved Son, and Holy Grace 
thence derived, as a means to enable us to 
overcome the world, and eſcape the pollutions 
and defilements that are in 15 thro luſt, and 
the prevalence of Satan's temptations. 
To act by a power of our own, or by a 
power not immediately derived from Gov, and 
being by him immediately ſtrengthned and put 
into a capacity to act, are very different things; 
but not quite ſo different, as a freedom only, 
and capacity to act in religion, and being g- 
verned therein by a power, whoſe operations 
we cannot poſſibly reſiſt; which latter is an 
error unhappily embraced by ſo great a man 
and good chriſtian as Mr. Gill. Tis, I con- 
feſs, better erring a little on this hand, than 
wholly to reject theſe divine operations, which . 
too many have not only ſlighted, but quite 
laid aſide in this generation. The fear of one 
1 is but too apt to produce the con- 
Many pious perſons, abhorring the 
deckte of human ſufficiency, or any thing 
that way leaning, have, through miſunder- 
ren the nature and malignity of _ 8 
wy 


(700% 


: fin, | ſuperſtitioully magnified the free. grace 
of Gop, and run into the contrary extreme; 
made man accountable for what he could by 


* 


no means avoid, and ſubjected him to the di- : 


vine wrath and diſpleaſure, for actions he 


could no more hinder than the time or place 
of his birth; whereby they not only make man 


miſerable, but render the government of Go 
much worſe than that of Mero, or any other 


tyrant; and while they go about to exalt re- 
ligion as a wiſe and good inſtitution, make it 
ſtare the generality in the face with a more 
dreadful and terrifying et. than had the 
ghoſt of Banquo. 


Gop operates on our minds; ſo. as to give 


us knowledge and power, and excites in us. 


good diſpoſitions to virtue and holineſs : But, 


to become happy, tis our buſineſs, as free 


creatures, to make a due application of them: 
Nor, does this freedom, in the leaſt, incroach 
on the free grace and bounty of Gov. Man 
is, indeed, free to uſe the knowledge and 
1275 given him; yet, as they are gifts of 
mere bounty and free grace, ſo no man can 


uſe them freely, till they are freely given | 


him from above, any more than he can em- 


ploy the faculties of his body before he has 


them. The diety does not only. furniſh us 


with ſuitable portions of wiſdom and power 
to do his will, but frequently excites us, in the 
moſt tender and affectionate manner, to em- 


5 ploy, 6 them for our own ſakes, but never com- 
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ſuppoſes the creature to have ſome power of 


(te) 


= us to obey him. What he can do mere- . 
bd 


as an Almighty and independant Sovereign, | 


he never will do as an alwiſe and merciful 


Father. Some chriſtians have much erred, in 


ſuppoſing the Deity capable of exerciſing his 
attributes apart from each other; not confider- 
ing that the fame Gop, who is all powerful 
and independent, is likewiſe infinitely merci- 
ful, juſt, and good, never employing his pow- 


er apart from the reſt of his attributes, but in 


5 * 


a perfect amity and conjuction with His wiſdom 
And 1 f 5 e 
The 


* 


many earneſt exhortations and intrea- 


ties we meet with in Scripture, to bring men 


to purity and exceptance with Gop, as allo - 
the dfeadful threatnings, woes, and curſes, 
pronounced on the ungodly and impenitent, 
abundantly prove man's deftrufion to be of 

bimfeIf; and that to be fav'd or loft, happy 


or miſerable, is entirely in his own choice. 
This the ID tes prove, or they prove no- 


thing; or, What's worſe than nothing, them- 
ſelves to be the moſt ridiculous romance that 
ever was penn'd, and the Prophets and A- 
poſtles, a company of knaves, ideots, and 


jeſters. | 


If tis granted, that our whole ability to do 


| good, evthes immediately front the Spirit, we 


muſt neteffarily condemn Mr. Bates, for al- 
ledging, that a co-operation is only our own 
operation, rendered more intenſe ; becauſe this 


its 


* 


10 dwn, not immediately derived from Gop; 


that, we can be of ourſelves ſomewhat intenſe, 
. e. have ſome power of our own, which is 
made greater or more intenſe by the operation 


of Gop's grace, This, I think, is plain, from 
the words, made more intenſe. This ſuppoſes 
we have in us a power, or intenſeneſs of the 


right kind, before Gop's grace begins to ope- 


rate, which overturns the chriſtian doctrine ot 


this matter. 
It might not be impoſlible to gueſsall the views 
of this writer; to throw off the mask at once, 


may be thought f improper; not only becauſe 
people accuſtomed to be led blindfold, cannot 


bear a ſtrong light on a ſudden, but for a 


much better reaſon; which 1 need not put 
either him, or yourſelf in mind of. As you 
underſtand your intereſt and duty to a tittle, 1 
doubt not but you'll be careful to continue, 
improve, and cultivate ſuch ſentiments among 
the people, as may not fail of ſecuring to 


yourſelves, what is near and dear to you, 
ſuch honours and. emoluments, as have, for 
almoſt time immemorial, been juſtly es 
ou. 

: I believe Mr. Bates will ſmile, and ſet me 
down ignoramus, for finding fault with his 


ſenſe of the terms co-operation, in ſuch man- 
ner as he may think renders them incoherent 
and ungrammatical. But it wou'd better be- 


come him to retract his empty witiciſm, by 
way of ſneer on Mr. W. in theſe; words; | for 
1 i M | N "=o 
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. 4 co-operation is not to be Ailinguiſhed from 
an operation for that every reaſon, becauſe it 1s 
a co-operation. Such a definition of a W- 


ation, I never before met with, nor 
haps, did any other perſon. A little below; 


he adds; for à co-operation is only our n 
operation rendered more intenſe. A co-operati- - 


on, as far as relates to the preſent diſpute, is 


the actions, operations, or motions of two or 
more beings, or powers at once, in order to 


obtain the fame end: Or, if they do not al- 


_ operate together, but ſucceed each other 


in point of time, they muſt, nevertheleſs, ope- 
rate to one end; otherwiſe it cannot be a co- 
operation. But this hinders not our being 
able to diſtinguiſh various things ſo operating 
from each other. Scripture, tho it no where, 


that at preſent J remember, uſes the terms co- 
operation, does, nevertheleſs, hold forth their 


meaning, fo far as belongs to this debate, in 
my favour, quite oppofite to Mr. Bates's new- 


fangled explication of them. I call it new-' 
fangved, becauſe I take it to 7 as inconſiſtent 


with grammar as Seri But were the 
modern ſenſe ever ſo 5 8 on his ſide, 1 


| ſhould not hold myſelf obliged to comply 


therewith, any further than Holy Scripture 
bears the ſame teſtimony ; nor that I fear his 


being able to juſtify himſelf by one more , 


than the other. His explication of theſe terms 


is ſo ridiculouſly odd and uncommon, as to 


tewpt one to think he was minded to ſet up 
for 


} 


ä 2 „ > 


Ou 
for an original in ſomething tho' ever fo 
empty and fooliſh, If ſo; he may, unenvied, 
poſſeis the honour and glory of the whole 
. undertaking. I ſay, the Scripture no where 
favours his ſenſe of the matter, If he diſ- 

n * my definition of the terms, let him, if 
he can, produce a better. If he agrees with 
it, he confutes all himſelf has faid before. I 
take St. Paul and him, to be at variance a- 
bout it. 2 Cor. chap. vi. he ſays, We then 
(meaning the Apoſtles) as workers together 
with him (i. e. CHRIST) beſeech you, &. 
Here is a plain co-operation, of at leaſt three - 
parties labouring to accompliſh the ſame thing: 
And will this author ſay, their labours could 
not be known apart from each other, becauſe 
they co-operated together. He might as well 
declare it impoſſible to diſtinguiſh- the many 
wiſe and learned arguments contained in your 
four ſermons, from the abſurdities and in- 
conſiſtencies which his Merbodiſin diſplay d 
is almoſt full of = | 
 _ To co-operate with the grace of Gop ope- 

. rating on our ſouls, or working out our fal- 
vation by divine aid, ſignifies no more than a 
conformity to the will of Gop, by a cheerful 
- reſignation of body and mind, to whatever hge 
is pleaſed to require of us: To be thus mind- - 
ful of Gop's will, is to co-operate with him. 
This is, in the fulleſt ſenſe, working, or tak- 
ing pains to arrive at ne ſame happineſs, which 
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it is the deſign of Almighty God, in the git 
of his grace, to bring us to. 
Mr. Bates might, with equal ted alledge 
it impoſſible for a ſervant to diſtinguiſn his 
maſter's commands from his own compliance 
with them, or his wages from his work, or 
any thing of the like kind. I fay, he might 
talk thus with as much reaſon as he does about 
the impoſſibility of diſtinguiſhing between the 
influences of Gov's grace, and the operations 
of our own minds; or that a chriſtian cannot be 


certain, but only fancy he feels joy in the 


Holy Ghoſt. 


In caſe we go to church, and comply with 


other directions he has deigned to give us, we 


ſhall, it ſeems, in this life be bleſs'd with 
the comforts of Gop's Spirit, which are un- 
ſpeakable. In another place, he denies tis 
poſſible for a chriſtian to know when he feels 
theſe comforts: I cannot believe him ſo mi- 
ſerably dull, as not to perceive the irreconcilea- 


ble difference there is between theſe two caſes; 


I rather take it as a defign'd banter on the 
operations of Gop's grace, and all ſuch as pro- 
feſs to believe, and be led by them 

If, by a co-operation, is only meant the ſin- 
ole effect of two or more powers, operating 


together, to produce ſuch an effect, the caſe 


is different, If the motion of a plobe, occa- 
ſioned by the impulſe of two forces operating 


at one time, either in the ſame or in different 


directions, be called a co-operation, I grant, 


— 


4 
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As it is but one thing, it cannot poſſibly be 


diſtinguiſhed from itſelf. But I think a co- 
operation cannot reaſonably. be the mere effect 


of two or more powers operating together, 
but the very action or actions, producing ſuch 
an effect: Becauſe, as I obſerved before, when 


two or more things, are {aid to co-operate, 
all that can be meant is, only this; their work- 


ing together, or in order to obtain the ſame 
end. Two weights in a ballanee, equal or 


unequal, conſpire to produce a certain effect 


thereon; yet have they two diſtinct forces, 
or preſſures, in ſuch co-operation, as is evident 
from withdrawing the one, and leaving the other 
behind. Nor are any two things, or their 0 

' rations, leſs diſtin&t from each other, becauſe 
of their great likeneſs or ſimilitude, either in 
reality or appearance. Let there be two things, 
formed ſo much alike, that no man alive can 


poſſibly tell wherein they differ (except in 
this, that one is not the other) they are never- 
theleſs, as truly diſtin, or ſeparate from each 


| other, as tho they differ'd ever ſo much in 
| ſhape, ſize, or any other quality. If this be 
allow'd, 281 think it muſt, where is the ſenſe 
or conſiſtency of Mr. Bates, in ſaying, That 


if the operation of Gods grace, were diſtinct 


From the operations of our own minds, it might, 


indeed, be felt, or diſcerned in itſelf, as well as 
in its conſequences. Now here, tho' I do not 
allow Gop's grace, and the operations of our 


own minds, indiſcernable to us, yet I cannot 


agree 
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agree with Mr. Bates, that diſtinctneſs only 
would be an argument for their being ſo di- - 
ſtinguiſhed ; the poſſibility of diſtinguiſhing 
 Gop's grace (in a rational way) from the ope- 
rations of our own minds, ariſes, not merely 
from its diſtinctneſs, but great difference from 
the operations of our minds. This conceſſion 

however, is good againſt Mr. Bates; and 
the queſtion at preſent between him And my 
ſelf, is plainly this: Whether two things co- 
operating, can be diſtinguiſhed from each 
other? He allows they may, provided the 
are in themſelves diſtinck. And, I hope, I 
have proved they muſt of neceſſity be ſo, in 
all co- operations. WY 
le will not, I hope, pretend to ſay, that 
by a co-operation, he means only the ſingle 
fot of two or more things conſpiring to- 
ther to produce it, and not the yarious 
1.5 s uniting to that end; becauſe no body 
could well underſtand him ſo. But allow 
he had this intention, he is yet as far from 
truth as ever. Twill yet be certain, that 
God's aſſiſting and ſtrengthening us to do 
our duty, and our compliance therewith, 
in the 45 application of it, are quite diffe- 
rent things; and may be known apart, as 
1 have Ws ſhewn. Tho? any particular 
ac of duty we are found in, ariſing from 
theſe two cauſes, the operations of Gop's 
grace, and our conſenting thereto, as 
It is but one, cannot be diſtinguiſhed from 
itſelf, any more than the motion of a. 


„ 


5 0 
| 


mo or 
: globe mentioned above. A letter, made by 
the aſſiſtance of the tutor, in helping his 
pupil's hand to write, is not to be diſtin- 
| 2 from itſelf: Yet, the endeavours ß 
he pupil, and the affiſtance of his tutor, are 
vite different things. Sure Mr. Bates, ei- 
1 found himſelf in a great ſtrait, or de- 
 fignedly ridiculed what he did not believe, 
vn. the influences of the Holy Spirit; elſe 
why does he uſe the following remarkable 
words? © Were it an operation contrary to, 
or diſtin from the operation of our own 
„ minds, 1 grant you, it might have been 
e felt, as well in itſelf, as in its confequen- 
te ces. Whether this be an intended ſneer 
on the doctrine itſelf, or only the effect of 
an inſuperable difficulty, I cannot infalli- 
bly determine. But this I am ſure of, that 
no unbeliever, under the garb of religion, 
could have taken a readier method, to ex- 
punge, and render inſignificant, the doctrine 
of God's grace operating on our minds, than 
this divine has done. He tells us before, 
(though in words he ſeems to acknowledge 
the operation of the Spirit) that theſe ope- 
rations are not diſcernable to ſuch as have 
them, but in their effects. This was going 
a good way, but it ſeems not far enough; 
be takes another large ſtride, and gravely 
4 tells us, that theſe operations of the Spirit 
are not diſtin& from thoſe of our 6wn minds; 
which is (if I know any thing) the ſame as 
to aſſert there is in us no operations but * ; 
85 of 
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ſpeakable comforts of 
ry particular influence. Tis an extraordi- 


(885 


of our own minds ; at leaſt, the Holy Gboft | 


is quite ſhut out and excluded from having 
any thing to do with us. For, if our own 


minds operate, and Gop's grace operates 
likewiſe, we have then two operations; and 
I think two operations, are uo di/tinfF ope- 


rations. 88 ; | 

Concerning, joy in the Holy 2 men- 
tioned not only by Mr. W. but held forth in 
the New Teſtament, and the Old likewiſe, 


I fear Mr. Bates quite disbelieves the reali- 


ty of any ſuch thing now exiſting in the 


hearts of the faithful. What his ſentiments 
are concerning the truth and reality of it in 
the Apoſtles themſelves, he beſt knows. 
But ſeeing he ſpeaks of it as a bleſſing, 
now poſſeſſed by the faithful, (i. e. ſound 
churchmen) I ask how this agrees with his 
doctrine, or ſeeming notions of a co-opera- 
tion in all influences of the Spirit now ? 
Becauſe joy in the 72 Ghoſ?, or the un- 


op's Spirit, is a ve- 


nary peace, infuſed immediately into the 
foul by Gop himſelf; not only as a reward 
for paſt or preſent obedience, e to encou- 
rage the wpright to continue in the way of 


e doing: Nor does the mind, receiving 
this peace, any more co-operate with the 
Holy Spirit in the gift of it, than a com- 


mon beggar co- operates with the charita- 


ble in the act of giving alms. If I co-ope- 


rate (in Mr. Bates's ſenſe of a co-operation) 


with K 


6 
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with the Holy Spirit in the gift of this joy, 

J am in at che author of it myſelf ; — 

far be it from any one to aſcribe ſuch an un- 

. Jpeakable bliſs to himſelf, or any other 
creature. The beſt of men are the moſt ſen- 
ſible of their own inability without God ;, 
they know well enough, that this, and eyes. 

ry other good gift in religion, is not the 

ruit of human skill and contrivance, but 

comes down from above; from the inex- 
hauſtible ſource of truth and , goodneſs, 
who witholds nothing the faithful ſtand in 

need of; but gives them. richly all things 
N to life and godlineſs. | I 

Iho' I do not think myſelf obliged to 
ſubmit to the modern meaning of a co-ope- 

ration, further than Holy Writ concurs with 
it; yet, as I obſerved above, I believe 1 
might reſt the debate very ſafely on its mo- 

dern meaning, which I take to be the ac- 
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is nothing but our own operation rendered more 
intenſe. The Craftſman ſays, (ſpeaking to 


tion or actions of two or more things at once; 
or, at leaſt, in order to obtain the ſame end: 4 
Nor is my ſentiment of it -fingular ; the 5 
Craſtſman of Octob. 1 3. has uſed it in the 10 
ſame ſenſe. Had it been a wrong ſenſe, I 8 
fancy thoſe ingenious gentlemen, who write N 
or inſpect that paper, wou'd not have let it al 
paſs without amendment: I preſume their Wi 
care, skill, and learning, are no ways infe-- 4 
rior to his; if therefore they have uſed it oh 
properly, he muſt needs have abuled, or "i 
uſed it improperly. He ſays, à co-operation i 
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the city of London, in praiſe of their great 
care and diligence, in the late ferment about 
the acceſſion of a proper perſon to ſerye as 
Lord Mayor the enſuing year, as well as to 
prevent corruption in the legiſlature ) he 
. doubts not but other places will co-operate with 
them in the ſame work, or words to that pur- * 
poſe. I ask Mr. Bates, which way he will 
apply his ſenſe of a co-operation, to this 
cale of the city of London, and other towns? 
Will he fay, that a co-operation here ſignifies 
no more than the operation or care. of the 
livery-men here, rendered more intenſe, by 
a care and diligence of the like kind prac- 
tiſed elſewhere.. I think the operations of 
dur livery here in London, intended, no 
doubt, in behalf of trade and liberty, and 
operations of the ſame kind any where elſe, 
are not the ſame, but diſtin operations. 
Mr. Bates indeed, may ſay the contrary, 
with the ſame face and authority he has 
ſaid many other things. There is reaſon 
to fear, he ſets too great a value, either on 
His own, or my Lord of London's mere #p/e 
dixit, I doubt not but he has reaſon to w 
plaud and. ftand by the latter. But the 
other is what I would not have him too 
fond of, the frequency of his blunders hay- 
ing brought it into no ſmall contempt with 
many of his readers. a Fee 
I am weary of attending him thro? ſo ma- 
inconſiſtencies. The way in which he has 


| n 
. chaſe to treat ſo ſacred a ſubject, is not only 5 
8 „ ; „ 


n 


1 —— * n 


ʒ̃ WY 
inpious and remarkable in itſelf, but ſo ill 
conducted, notwithſtanding his great ſtock 
of letter - learning, that tis almoſt impoſſible 
to take him l any where, except 
ina certain caſe I ſhall preſently mention. 
The truth of that Scripture, which declares 
the natural man to be ignorant of the things of 
God, was, perhaps, never better verified 
than in the falſe reaſonings of this /etter- 
learned Eccleſiaſtic. The learned carnal man 


is not only ignorant of religion, but, on the 


ſcore of learning, apt to be proud and pre- 


ſuming, intruding into what he has not ſeen; 


pretending to acquire that in ſchools, by hu- 
man art and ſtudy, which is taught only to 
the humble in the ſchool of CHRIST, and 
by the Bleſſed Spirit; without giving the 

leaſt preferience to the learned or the great. 
In ſpite therefore of this divine's over-fond- 
neſs for letter - learning, if he perſiſt in ſuch an 
anti-chriſtian zeal and temper, he will not 
only live, but die ignorant of true religion. 
If ever he underſtands divine things, he 


muſt lay in a better ſtock of that Inſpiration 


he /o heartily deſpiſes; other ways, in attempt- 
ing to handle theſe ſubjects, he., be led inte 
things little beiter than a multitude of 4 0 
rications, evaſtons, and blunders, which nei- 
ther himſelf, nor any body elſe, will be a» 
ble to juſtify. Ne „ Tal 
But, notwithſtanding this gentleman's in- 
accurate reaſoning, there is, I confels, one 
hing, in which he is tolerably conſiſtent; 
„ | N namely 


| 
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namely, his denying the pangs of the New- 
birth on one hand, as well as the certainty of 


the comforts of Gop's Spirit, or joy inthe —_ 


Holy Ghoſt, on the other. Or, it on a ſe- 
condthought, in compliance with Holy Scrip- 


ture, he ſhould allow the reality of - theſe 2 


pangs, I make no doubt but he will affert it 
impoſſible for a ſoul, in its paſſage from 
death unto life, to know certainly when it 
feels them, and tell us it can at beſt but 
fancy ſo : In reality it may be nothing but 
imagination, vapour, and melancholy ; which 
in theſe days, are terms of reproach and ig- 
nominy, for the operations of the Holy Ghoſt 
within. 8 
As a chriſtian divine, Mr. Bates muſt al- 
low, we are, by nature, in a corrupt con- 
dition; this he does, at leaſt, tacitly allow, 
in his remarks on unbaptized Heathens, and 
the judicious compariſon made between them 


ad eit ans; all which. his ine , 


charity and good ſenſe, and meek, impar- 
partial, een Spirit of JEsUs, was, 
doubtleſs, the cauſe of. „„ 

As man then is, by nature, in a polluted and 
miſerable condition, wholly undone without 
CHRIST the Sa vioun; and as he is not in com- 
mon changed, reſtored, and brought into the 
fa vour of God by regeneration, and the ap- 


plication of the blood and merits of a cru- 


cified Redeemer, either againſt his own con- 
ſent, as a free creature, or with it, inſtanta+ _ 
niouſly, by way of charm or conjuration, 
| 2 ot Eg e 
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but muſt gradually overcome his own wicked 

| heart's luſts, and Satan's temptations, by the 
power and Spirit of CHRIST, revealed with- 
in for that purpoſe, viz. to deſtroy the works of 
the devil, and pull down his throne in the 


heart of man, to which he has no juſt right, 


and eſtabliſh the Son of Gov, the rightful 
Lord and Sovereign thereof, in his room; 
tis therefore every chriſtian man's duty to 
contribute all he can to this great happineſs :' 
Vet, the attainment of it is generally a work 
of time, difficulty, and ſorrow, occaſioned, - 
partly by the juſt judgment of Gop due to 
fin, and by man's wickedneſs and obſtinacy 


in oppoſing the operations of Gop's grace, in 


order to deliver him from the power and vaſ- 
falage of Satan, and partly by the grievous - 
temptations men are permitted to undergo for 


the trial of their faith and patience; that be- 


ing try d, and found faithful, they may come 
forth as gold nine times refined, acceptable to 
God, and uſeful to men. (Whatever afflicti- 
ons, trials, and temptations, within and with- 
out, but principally the former, a chriſtian 
undergoes in fighting the good fight of faith, 


and laying hold on eternal life, they are no other 
than the pangs of the New- birth, ſo much 
ridiculed by this gentleman, and fo unknown 


to him, that he can declare the clergy muſt 
be excuſed in taking no notice of them, be- 
ing unable to deduce them either from Scrip- 


ture, reaſon, or experience. I pity the un- 
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Happy caſe of bis poor flock, who have for 
an inſtructor in Jesvs, one that declares him 
ſelf ignorant of the very beginnings of true 
religion, viz. a being prickd to the heart in 
ſuch a manner as to cry out, What ſhall I 
to be ſaved? The beginning of the work of - 
regeneration, or the firſt, or rather prepara- 
tive pang a man undergoes in it, is no other 
than, more or leſs, a /en/e of fn; its malig- 
nity and conſequences, the wrath of God, and 
eternal miſery, as the wages of it. The ap- 
pPtehenſian of this, cannot but give an awak- 
ened finner torture and uneaſineſs in himſelf; 
the natural effect of which, is a deſire to flee 
from the wrath to come, and eſcape the pol- 
lations which are in the world, through luſt, 
and Satan's temptations; who, envying man's 
Happineſs becauſe of his own miſery, - ex- 
ceedingly beſtirs himſelf by fraud and force, 
to retain his unwilling captive, and keep him 
his flave and vaſſal, as long as he can. And, 
tho God has not only threatened his exclu- 
fion and downfal, and JesUs CHRIST, is 
infinitely more powerful than he, and ever 
ready to ſpoil his goods, and turn him out : 
Yet, as the ſucceſs of the Son depends on the 
choice and diligence of the creature, the en- 
t is often, not only „ but doubt- 
ful, between Cru R1sT and Antichriſt in man, 
each fide Lofing ground, or prevailing accord- 
ing to man's temper and behaviour, Nor is 
the victory ever obtain'd by man, but 2 50 875 
we much 


— — - — — — — u- —— — 


8 


much « care 101 toil; the ſoul ſeldom parting 
with its beloved luſts and ſin-pleaſing plea- 
ſures, but with pain and reluctance, which, 
cComparatively ſpeaking, ſometimes rend and 
tear it, as the Devil did formerly, one out 
of whom JEsus caſt him. 
Tis, I confeſs, a great ſhame for a chri- 
ſtian divine to be, or pretend to be ſo i 
rant of theſe Goſpel Truths, as to condemn 
them for idle tales, and old exploded' fables ; J 
but tis no new thing for men — great figure 
and pretences in religion, to be aſſuming, car- 
nal, and ignorant. We read of ſome, in for- 
mer times, who had either no conſciences at 
all, or ſuch as were ſeared as with an hot iron - 
Such men are ripe for ſtrange undertakings; 
will combat truth as ſoon as error, ſhould- 
' ſhe dare to moleſt them, or interfere with 
- their views. Fig 
Some of cle do, I both ex- 
perience and Tax u 8 ngs. Mr. 
Bates may anſwer for himſelf: But a little 
more modeſty would better become him in 
ſpeaking for others. So much for the pangs 
of the New-birth, partly from reaſon. As 
to Scripture, *twou'd almoſt be endleſs to col- 
lect every inſtance of this kind from thence, - 
both in the Old and New Teſtament ; as 
-, likewiſe of the joy in the Holy Ghoſt, ſome- 
times call'd rejoicing in the Lord. Tho' it 
muſt be owned, as good men are abundantly 
more. ſcarce than bad ones, inſtances of the 
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New birth pangs, or the «fictions. a man 
undergoes. in his paſſage from death unto life, 
are not ſo frequent as other ways they might 
be: But we are not without enough to con- 
firm this doctrine, and ſhew the invalidity = 
their arguments, who, at the ſame time, they 
acknowledge the - Scriptures, are filly — . 
daring enough to deny what they plentifully 
contain. The Prophet Feremab,. who was 
in ſubſtance, a better chriſtian than moſt in 
this time, has given a good account of theſe 
pangs, from his own experience. Great part 

of his third chapter of Lamentations, is an 

eloquent Joleripticn. of them. Remembering, 
lays he, mine affuttions, my miſery, the worm- 
Wood, and the gall, my ſoul bath them till in 
remembrance, and 1s humbled within me, Nor 

did this only, nor perhaps at all relate to na- 
tional calamities, but to the work of regene- -— _ 
ration; for, he adds a little below, the Lord 
is good unto them that wait for him, to the ſoul _ 
: that ſeeketh him ; it is good that a man ſpould 
both hope and quietly wait for the ſalvation of © 
God; it is good for a man that he bear the je 
in his youth; be fitteth alone, and keepeth filence, 

. becauſe, he hath born it upon him; he puttethb 
bis mouth in the duſt, if. ſo be there may be hope 
for him; be giveth bis cheek to bim that ſmit- 
eth bim, he is filled full of reproach. We 
have here, not only a noble and ſtrong teſti- 

mony in behalf of theſe New-birth, pangs, in 
ſuch as are reſolved on Heaven and Happineſs, 

but 


(9) 
but likewiſe an account in what manner they 
' behaved themſelves under this religious con- 
cern of mind: It ſeems they ſought ſolitude, 
and lov'd a be alone and in filence ; be fitteth | 
alone, he feepeth filence, be putteth his mouth in 
the duſt.” By this it appears they were as me- 
lancholly, ſullen, and reſerved, as our Metho- 
diſts now, and full as evilly intreated as they 
are, or would be, had ſome men but their 
humour : He giveth bis cheek to him that ſmiteth 
Him, he is filled full of reproach. In the New 

Teſtament, we find St. Paul in a miſerable 


5 Wy 4a torn almoſt in pieces by the fierce - 


ition he found in himſelf between Na- 
5 X and Grace; Gop's requirings on the one 
hand, and the corruptions of his own heart's 
luſts on the other. This inward ſtruggle he 
compares to a warfare; and you know in 
War there is generally much blood-ſhed and 
danger: And ſo ſenſibly did it effect him, that 
from the fierceneſs of the conflict, he cried 
 _ out, O wretched man that I am ! who ſhall de- 
Aver me From the body of this death? 1 ſhall 
Juſt add what a modern author hath well faid 
on this ſubject, 
We Regeneration, or New-birth they 
<< preach up, is not attended with pangs, 1 
e muſt own, tis no matter whether the ' 


„ church, in her - wiſdom, ſhould appoint 


s any ſeaſon at all for its being preached; and 
<* then, its likely; we ſhould have the name 


. of the Nevy- birth and Regeneration ex 25 
O « e ; 
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ed and forgot, as well as the nature. I ne- 
ver yet heard of a Natural Birth without 


e pangs; and it is from the Semblance that 


te the former has to it that i it firſt derived this N 
« appellation *,” 
I might produce more e bee 1 5 
but theſe will be ſufficient, till Mr. Bates hath _ 
ſet them aſide, along with the arguments part- 
ly drawn from reaſon. I have nothing more 


to ſay of him at preſent, but to wiſh him an 
honeſt heart and à clear head. N 00 


About page 58. yeu have wiſely . ö 


ed Mr. Whitefield and his brethren, for their 
vile practice of field-preaching ; and judiciouſ- 
ly inſiſted on miracles to ſupport it, there be- 
ing an evident relation, between the one and the 
other, Tis true, our SAvIOUR, and his A- 
poſtles, did condeſcend to preach i in this mean 
and beggarly way, in the fields, on moun- 
tains, Sc. Nor was it done without reaſon ; 
things were then young, their credit ſmall, 
and appearance contemptible : And, you know, 
tis common for new beginners, to ſtoop to 
little things, and ſeem humble, whether they 
are ſo in reality or not, in order to ſerve bet- 
ter their own private purpoſes ; which done, 
common decency forbids the continuance of 
the ſame meaſures; The church was then 
impotent and poor, now tis powerful and 
rich; a glorious change indeed! But more 
glorious they who are well paid for ruling and 


* Antimethodiſm Diſplay'd, page 29. 


uy 


governing i in her. The true intent of taking 


orders, is not to take pains, but arrive at riches 
and dignity in the church, and ſecure the 
reverence due to the cloth. For a clergy- 
man, therefore, to preach and pray in the fields, 
and for nothing too, is a vile and abomina- 


ble abuſe of his function. But, for ſo young 


a ſon of Levi, not only to do this, but en- 


courage an unordain'd Laick to do the fame, 


is impudence, the moſt ſhocking and horrid, 
a crime incapable of aggravation. 8. 


Lou judiciouſly ask, Is chriſtianity now 


© as it was formerly in its infancy ? Was 
< the church then eſtabliſhed as it is now ?, 
<«. Or, are we to be. converted from Judaiſm 
or Heatheniſm, as People were in thoſe 
e days.” 

Chriſtianity is not now in its KO ERC tho 
ſome take it, thro' old age, to be infirm and 
decriped, and to need crutches now as much 
as it did leading-ſtrings formerly. But, to be 
ſerious ;; theſe Novices ſay, though we don't 
want converting from Judaiſm and Heatheniſm 
now, as they did formerly, yet we need con- 


verting from much worſe things, viz. Athe- 


iſm and Irreligion in principle, and the moſt 
vile and ſcandalous immoralities in practice, 
and which too are often aggravated by a ſeem- 


ing ſanctity and profeſſion of the chriſtian 
name. They pretend not to miracles, well 


knowing that Gop is able to ſupply that 


defect another way, and make Inſpiration 
. uſeful 


CWO) 
uſeful without them; but, humanly ſpeaking, 
think they might be very ſerviceable at this 
time. Nor dare they ſay that ſuch extraor- 
dinaries are ſo ceaſed as never to be again. 
They, as becomes them, ſubmit to their hea- 
venly Father, to do as he pleaſes ; ' believing, 
'tis out of the power of mere mortals, to 
judge truly and unerringly of the times and 
ſeaſons, calling for ſuch manifeſtations of the 
power and wiſdom of Gop. In the mean 
time, as to field-preaching, they cannot diſcern 
the leaſt ſenſe or decency in the vulgar clamours 
made about it: Nor do they think our 8A- 
VIOUR, or his Apoſtles, wrought any one 
miracle to ſnew their authority of ſo preaching, 
but to introduce, confirm, and eſtabliſh the 
doctrines they preached: And when you, or 
your brethren, the learned clergy, can demon- 
ſtrate the leaſt relation between the doc- 
_ trines they preach, and the place where they 
_ preach them, then will they be able to ſhew the 
relation there is between preaching and praying 
in the fields, and working miracles in ſup- 
port of it; and then, and not till then, will 
theſe Enthuſiaſts give up this point, and ac- 
knowledge you talk to the purpoſe. 
As ſome of theſe gentlemen have been or- 
dained to preach the goſpel, they hold them- 
ſelves obliged to do it. And could they urge 
no better reaſon for preaching abroad, than 
having been generally refuſed the pulpits and 
churches to preach in, they take that alone 8 
*he . 
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be ſufficient. But this is not all, they fay- 
further, in behalf of this practice, that = 
are many. perſons, who, _ 4 vile educa- 
tion, and wicked parents, have been ſo con- 
ſtantly enured to almoſt every kind of vice 
and immorality, as to hate every good thing; 
to mock at religion, and be violently. preju- 
diced againſt going to church; whom yet the 
ſtrangeneſs and novelty of preaching abroad, 
has — together, in great numbers, to bear 
them, where ſome have received much edifi- 
cation, and a happy turn to virtue and religion 
in themſelves. Inſtances of this kind there 
have been; and if mankind, thro' badneſs of 
education, or corruptions of nature, refuſe to 
attend the publick churches, for the ſervice of 
Go, it would (they think) well become the 
embaſſadors of the meek IR Sus, who came 
to ſeek and ſave that which was loſt ; to find 
them out, and inſtruct them, if poſſible, where 
they will attend, tho it might happen to be at 
a horſe-race, or revel, or any the like places of 
_ diverſion; The Apoſtles did not live idly. or 
luxuriouſly, or pen themſelves up in conſe- 


_ . erated houſes ; they were inſtant in ſeaſon, and 


out of ſeaſon, without regard to place; they 
preached the Goſpel freely to rich and poor, to 


dil orders and degrees of men; but in a more 


particular manner to ſinners, and the worſt 
| fort too; the whole not needing a phyſician, 
but thoſe” that are ſick : Which rule, and the 
reaſon of it, holds good to this day, and will 
1 ſo for ever. Thus they talk; but talk 


While 
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while they will, ſuch proceedings are op- 
oſite to the canons of the church; and, if 
J miſtake not, the law of the civil Rate too. 
To me, theſe aſſemblies appear to be illegal. 
Other diſſenters (che more is the pity ) are 
tolerated by law; but tis in another view, too 
contemptible to 'be longer inſiſted on; tho, 
in itſelf deteſtable, and of moſt pernicious 
tendeney; and might therefore fall juſtly under 
the notice of the civil ſtate, were there not a 
danger of their becoming, like other novel 
ſects, great, thro' oppofition, Therefore, let 
them go on, praying and preaching in the fields, | 
till they weary themſelves into a ſenſe of their 
iniquity, or a ſuitable opportunity offers to 
correct their extra irregular proceedings. I 
thank Gop, that ſuch who are uppermoſt and 
leading men in the church, know better than to 
proſtitute her dignity ſo vilely, as to deſert 
Hh holy places to preach in the open air, in 
fields, or on mountains, to the very dregs 
and refuſe of the people, giddy women, and 
a multitude of low- born, indigent wretches, 
whoſe ſouls are not worth ſaving. Tis chief- 
ly ſuch as theſe, who leave their families and 
employments, to ramble after them. But 
have any of the learned and great men be- 
lieved on them? As to theſe, mean people, 
who are ignorant: and unlearned, they ſurely 
are accurſed now, as well as formerly. 
| You ſee how blind they are to truth and 
reaſon, and every amendment in religion: 
They 
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They diveſt themſelves of the moſt innocent 
and harmleſs recreations, and are reſolved: to 
be wretched here, for fear of being miſerable 
. © hereafter. None ever took more pains. to. - ˖.„ 
make the Scripture ſpeak falſe, than they do; " 
who, in oppoſition to the text, have found [1 
out a narrow way that leads to deſtruction. ' 
They abſtain from plays, the moſt innocent 
tragedies ; even an Abramule is an abomina- | 
tion to them. They alledge, that ſuch as come | 
to Holy Baptiſm in our church, are there 
laid under the moſt ſolemn obligations, whol- 
ly to abſtain from ſuch vain and wicked paſ- 
times, as quite unworthy, and below the ha 
pineſs and temper of a true chriſtian, who is 
to have his conver/ation in Heaven. They ſay, 
that bypomps and vanities in the baptiſmal 
vow, were originally intended the ſports and 
K paſtimes of the Heathens, or ſuch as lived 
5 without Gop in the world: That theſe ex- 
preſſions, were purpoſely inſerted, to keep chri- 
ſtians from attending ſuch places. 
But we, Sir, are grown wiſer ; and have, 
long ſince, icen through the folly and ſuper- 
ſtition of our anceſtors in this point. And fo 
far are we from abſtaining, or being taught 
to abſtain from theſe things by the generality 
of the clergy, that, if I am not miſinformed, 
' ſome of them ſtick not to furniſh the Aage 
with an opportunity of entertaining us this 
way, in ſpite of all the religious obligations 
we have to the contrary entered into. Or, 
rather 


rather I ſhould ſay, they inſtruct us how to 
lay aſide antient ſuperſtitions, and the childiſh 
reſtraints of our fore-fathers, who were /tu- 
pid and dull, and had not the leaſt taſte of 
things polite and genteel. e 
Vou have done great things in your time, 
and will, doubtleis, go down to poſterity 
much honoured and eſteemed. Nor will 
che pains you have taken to ſtop the growth 
of Methodiſm, be the leaſt thing tending 
to make you conſiderable, unleſs a /mal{/ 
blunder at the latter end of your ſermons 
| ſhould chance to eclipſe the beauty of the 
| whole. Indeed, I fear it cannot be juſti- 
| tied, or made conſiſtent with the preceed- 
ing parts of them, wherein you have 
roundly denied Inſpiration, and proved it 
falſe, by many learned arguments. I am 
ſorry, therefore, you ſhould mar ſo excellent |: 
a work by ſuch a //ly conceſſion, in your laſt » 
page; wherein you have given up, and de- 
nied all you advanced hee Your words 
are, Let us earneſtly beſeech Gop to 
'* ſend forth his light and truth, that we 
% may all fully diſcover theſe depths of 
« Satan, this myſtery of iniquity, on which 
e we have been diſcourſing.” You ſhould 
have added, and enable us to work miracles, 
in confirmation 1 this ſpiritual Diſcernment: 
For, let me tell you, the yery thing you 


have been contending againſt in them, vig. 
extraordinary Inſpiration, as quite ceaſed and 
uſeleſs, you have here exhorted your = 
Ph ple 
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— PAY for, as a means to enable them 


to diſcover the depths of Satan; 3. e. his 
moſt ſubtle. workings. Tho”, in the main, 
this does but ill agree with the many tools 


and blockheads you have called him and his 


followers, in your preceeding pages. So 
that here again you are at variance with your 


ſelf, and might, had you been conſiſtent, 


more properly have called the preſent ſtir” 
in religion, the ſpallous of Satan, than his 
depths ; ſince, as you obſerve, their proceed- 
ing are ſo ridiculous as to create the greateſt 


laughter ; and then you needed not haye put 
your flock. on praying for extraordinary hght 


and affiſtance, to diſcover a thing in itſelf ob- 

vious enough to all ſuch as will take the 

5 think about it. Herein, I think, you 
ave doubly err'd, and oppoſed your ſelf, 


and, in great meaſure, rendered ineffectual 


your many wiſe and learned arguments a- 
pant Enthuſiaſm ; and have, conſequently, h 


brought on yourſelf that remarkable ſen- 
tence of Holy Writ; For, if I build again 
what I have deſtroyed, I make myſelf a Tranſ- 
greſſor. I am, | 1 800 f 
1 3 
Your bumble Servant, 
And great Aamirer, 
1 8 
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Tus after 1 had ſent the foregoing to 


the preſs, the Weekly Miſcellany of Sa- 


turday Octob. 27, fell unexpectedly in my way; \ 


the letter-writer of which has not only highl 
complimented your ſermon on Religious Zeal, 


but given great licence to heat and paſſion, in 


manifeſting our concern for religion, when- 
ever it is ſecretly or openly attack d. I am 
pleaſed to find you incouraged from a quarter, 
i poſſible, more eminent than my labours can 
boaſt of, to perſiſt in your Zeal, and be ex. 
ceeding angry, in behalf of God's cauſe; and 
the rather, becauſe, before I peruſed this let- 
ter, I feared there was a danger of your ſuf- 
fering the meek and quiet ſpirit of Jesus to 
get the better of your anger and indignation. 


1 confeſs, my fear might be groundleſs ; but 


the hearty love I bear to the cauſe, cannot 
fail of making me jealous, and in pain for 


its ſafety. I can aſſure you, tis no ſmall joy 


to find ſo worthy and ingenious a gentleman, 
as this writer ſeems to be, of the ſame ſen- 
fiment with myſelf; for the truth has an in- 

| trinſic 
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trinſic excellence ſufficient to recommend her, 


without regard to the ſentiments of others: 
yet tis much pleaſanter to believe in company, 


than alone, and by ourſelves; and we great 


men, divines and lawyers, are apt to be fond 
of each other's approbation. . 
To ſay more in praiſe of your ſermon on 


Religious Zeal, than it juſtly deſerves, would 


be a taſk of no ſmall difficulty, Im ſort 7; 
I have no time to ſpend, in doing juſtice to 

the many particular excellencies contained in 
it, The ſpecimen which the letter-writer has 


given us of them, makes it, 1 confeſs, not 


quite ſo neceſſary to enter into a detail, as, 


_ otherwiſe, it might have been. Your ſimile of 
a ſhip's failing with a briſk gale, is the ſpeci- 


men I intended. It ſeems, Religious zeal is 
as neceſſary to keep a man firm in his duty, as 


a briſt gale is to the ſteady courſe of a veſſel. 
 *Tis, I confeſs, a moſt uſeful and exalted 


mile, equally ſtrong and beautiful; ſuch as 


nothing, ſhort of a poetical fancy, the livelieſt 
imagination, join'd to the ſtrongeſt judgment, 


could poſſibly produce. Tho the letter- writer 
being (as he confeſſes) no Poet, was conſe- 


quently too dull to have ſuch a fine thought 


come into his head; yet, I muſt needs ſay, 
the improvement he has made of it, is equally 
Juſt and beautiful with the thought itſelf. "Tis 
one of the moſt notable improvements I ever 


met with; it informs you, in ſubſtance, that 


a man will hardly move in the cauſe of Gon, 
| wa T2 © till 
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+ fill he has an e and thinks 1 it worth 


his while to move in it. : 
Alike juſt and beautiful is the reaſon he 


urges, in behalf of that zeal and paſſion which 


ought to be found in every chriſtian (but 
more eſpecially in miniſters) whenever reli- 


gion is attack d, or in danger. This he proves, 


by ſhewing there is an extreme on one hand, 
as well as the other; and that a man may 
be too cold, as well as too hot in religion: 
He tells you, that if a man's affection for re- 
ligion be juſt, twill operate as affection does 
in other caſes; as occaſion requires, he will 
grieve, he will rejoice, he will have indigna- 
tion; his grief will appear in dejection; his 
Joy will exult, his judgment will fire, You 
ſee, Sir, what an apt adyocate you have to 
defend you. Are you diſappointed in the ex- 
ecution of any darling project, you need only 
hang down your head like a bulruſh, and look 
dull and dejected. Are you crown'd with ſuc- 
ceſs, be not afraid to ſhow it, and exult over 


your enemies. If any dare oppoſe your mea- | 


ſures, and you have power to withſtand him, 
reſent the oppoſition, and make him ſenſible, | 
you have not only power, but indignation. to 
fire him. As you would aflail or moleſt any 
man that ſhould offer to injure your in- 
timate friend, much more is it your duty to 
aſſail, both by word and deed, all ſuch as 
blaſpheme, or ſpeak lightly of your Gop, or 
** worſhip, Ne' er trouble 8 to per- 


inade, 
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bade, or intreat your oppoſers, unleſs they 
are ſuch as you cannot compel to mind what 
you ſay; à middle-chriftian frame and tem- 
per, to balance extremes; meekneſs to temper 
your zeal, and keep it from rage and mad- 
neſs; humility to hinder your joy from ter- 
minating in pride and preſumption ; or any 
comfort in tribulation, to lift up your head in 
_ © - the day of trouble; are things quite below 
your notice. FF 
Never did any writer give greater ſcope 
„co religious zeal, than this your advocate, as 
appears from the following words: But 
5 | will do the temperate people the juſtice 
ce to own, that they uſually have as ſtrong | 
*< paſſions, and as much activity where their 
e temporal intereſt: is concerned, as they 
_ *© ought to diſcover in the caule of religion. Wo 
« If one of this claſs has formed any ſcheme "9 
c for the acquiſition of wealth, honour, and 
e power, the warme zealot can hardly go | 
beyond him in induſtry, perſeverance, ane | 
"7 een, in the proſecution of his pur- | 
* poſes——in anger. againſt all ſuch as op- [| 
. * poſe his meaſures. Every . of 15. 
«« yerity is a Juſt judgment on ſuch as are p 
found in any . interfering with his 
» £© views. Lab 7 
Take courage, Sir, you ſee how two e- 
minent authors jump in judgment without 
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ever conſulting each other. Upon my ſinceri- . on 
ty, which I value at a very high rate 
never peruſed this letter till after I had finiſh- * Vl 
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eld my own. | You ſee, tis your duty to dif- 
cover as much wrath and activity in behalf 
of religion, as thoſe who place their affec- * 
tions on things below, do commonly mani- 
feſt for them. The latter, it ſeems, are an- 

ry at all ſuch as oppoſe their meaſures ; 
and think no puniſhment too ſevere for ſuch 
as interfere with their views. 

Thus, it ſeems, you ought to behave for 
religion : Nay, as religion is infinitely pre- 
ferable to the beſt of temporal enjoyments, 
tis your duty to be more angry and zealous 
in its behalf, than about worldly matters; 
and be ſure you remember to join activity to 

Four zeal and anger, elſe thoſe virtues will 
: do chriſtianity bur little ſervice. 
| As you are bound to diſcover as much |" 
 » wrath and activity againſt ſuch as oppoſe 
your meaſures in religion, as worldlings are 
wont to ſhew in behalf of any beneficial 
ſcheme of temporals; you may be certain 
tis no more crime, or rather *tis as much 
your duty to knock down a Diſſenter, or ſtick 6 
a Heretick in the guts, who offers, by per- | 
| ſwafion, or any other method, to trick you 
out of your faith and ſalvation, as it is to 
knock down a highwayman, or blow out 
the brains of a ſtreet-robber, who meets you 
and demands your money. A chriſtian, 
when attacked, or perſwaded by unbeliev- 
ers to bate an ace of his faith, derived from 
his granny, is as much on the high road to 


Heaven, and about his proper buſineſs as 
| | any 
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any one can be in the bag high road 
when ſtopp'd by a thief. This thought I 
take to be equally juſt and beautiful with 
yours : I never yet dealt much in the 
| Poetical way; nor did I ever before 
miſtruſt that I had a ſuitable genius for it. 
But this fine thought makes me imagine I 
have; and therefore I ſhall take the firſt op- 
portunity to convince the publick of it. Who 
nows but I may come to ſhine in the firſt 
claſs of Rhymers, before it be long. 
The wit and magnanimity of your advo- 
# cate, fo greatly delights me, that I long for 
nothing in this world more than the happi- 
neſs of” his friendſhip and acquaintance. The 
rules he has laid down for a chriſtian's zeal 
and behayiour, are not only juſt and beauti- 
ful in themſelves, but capable of great im- 
provement. For, if only telling chriſtians 
that ſuch a temper and behaviour is their 
duty, what they ought to practiſe, and Gop 
expects from them, will not be ſufficient to 
win them to our ſide, tis eaſy to go a ſtep 
further, and preach the doctrine of ſuperero- 
gation. I can't ſee why we ſhould not make 
the moſt of it here, as well as elſewhere :- 
I hope then your advocate, will the next 
time he writes, not only declare the accepta- 
bleneſs of a true chriſtian zeal and behavi- 


= our, but promiſe great rewards and encou- 
ragements, over and above the common 
pay, to all ſuch as ſhall be found zealoaull 
practiſing his excellent rules. 3 : 


He talks of a zcalous chriſtians going tod 
far thro? an over ardor; how that can be, 1 
can't conceive ; unleſs his zeal ſhould" chance 
to light on a wrong object. But even then, 

| ſeverity, as tis well intended, is quite ex- 
cuſable. But for ſuch as do in reality, op- 

| | 292 our holy religion, no words can be too 
bitter, no treatment too ſevere; nor. any 
merit equal to that of deſtroying them. 
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